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Sat, November 15, 2008
Porn Nation: Conquering America's #1
Addiction
Written by Michael Leahy
Published by Northfield Publishers
ISBN10: 0802481256
ISBN13: 9780802481252

The Wapshott Press

Review by Linda Yau
Recently as I started to write this review,
an acquaintance saw the book cover,
and asked where are the pictures? I
imagine that is how a lot of people would
feel - seeing the book title. However, the content of the book is
different than what can be expected. Porn Nation is a reflective
account of how the author spent a greater part of his life
obsessed with porn. This unspeakable hobby caused his
fifteen year marriage to fall apart, and so this is a self-help
book for people to realize that there is an unspoken problem
as the author labels the issue of porn-watching a sex
syndrome. [more]
Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:19 AM PST [Link]
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Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7
Review by I-hsiu Lin
"It's unbearable this time of the year."
Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of
summer. Words don't come as easily which presents a
problem being that he is a writer with deadlines. But the heat is
a reminder of him.
Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago.
More like they slept together and that was it. No phone call. No
romance. There was no love in the actions. Two years later,
Nakahara shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of
seduction. Just one kiss and Abe gave into the younger man's
motions. "Let me stay here for awhile." Just the mere presence
of him allows Abe to write easier. The words flow from his pen
like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his closed up
heart...maybe they will change as well. Become lighter and
flow like a waltz. [more]
Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 02:14 AM PST [Link]
Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7
Review by I-hsiu Lin
"It's unbearable this time of the year."
Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of
summer. Words don't come as easily which presents a
problem being that he is a writer with deadlines. But the heat is
a reminder of him.
Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago.
More like they slept together and that was it. No phone call. No
romance. There was no love in the actions. Two years later,
Nakahara shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of
seduction. Just one kiss and Abe gave into the younger man's
motions. "Let me stay here for awhile." Just the mere presence
of him allows Abe to write easier. The words flow from his pen
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like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his closed up
heart...maybe they will change as well. Become lighter and
flow like a waltz. [more]
Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 02:14 AM PST [Link]

Wed, November 12, 2008
FreshMen
Story and Art: Yuuya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934496464
ISBN-13: 978-1934496466
Review by Kris
College. For some strange reason new
college freshmen seem to think that all
that college entails is hot babes, frat
parties, and drinking to the point of
memory loss. In the case of Takayuki Saito that is his thinking.
Not only does he want to party but he also wants to fall in love.
At the school entrance ceremony he sees the perfect chance.
The reason Saito chose his particular department and major
because most of the students are totally cute girls. Saito
arrives at the entrance with one heck of a hangover because
of the massive party held at the dorms the previous night. His
bad luck seems to continue. He was hoping to sit next to one
of the hot babes, but ends up next one of the few guys in the
department, Hitoshi Sato. Because of the large amount of
alcohol Saito had consumed the night before, he ends up
passing out in Sato's arms. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 12:33 PM PST [Link]

Mon, November 10, 2008
A Gentleman's Kiss
Story and Art: Shinri Fuwa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-582-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-582-7
Review by Kris
I've decided that I really dig BL Yakuza
stories. Maybe it's because my mother
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/[4/27/2019 2:25:42 PM]

Astronomy Picture of the Day
Books Are Pretty
Dictionary.com
Domesticat
Dreamhost
Fatcat Press
Fatcat Press blog
Get your war on
GingerMayerson.com
Hackenbush.org
Inquisitor.com
Joe Bob Briggs
LA Poetry Festival
MangaBlog
Manic About Manga
MollyKiely.com
Nth Position
Probert Encyclopeadia
Random Reading
Readerville
Renascence Editions
SoundBitten
Speechless
The Readers Exhange
Tiny Cat Pants
Wikipedia

LHLS Recommends
In Print, CD and DVD
Ginger Mayerson
Bedouin Hornbook
Djbot Baghostus's Run
Atet A.D.
Lost History
Get Your War On
Darn Yarns
Juneteenth
Savage Night
Aliens
More book recs
Laurel Sutton
There and Back Again: An Actor's
Tale
The Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien
Sticky
Bareback
Robin Austin
Middlesex
Motherless Brooklyn
The Fortress of Solitude
The Blind Assassin
A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and Ephemeron

has been obsessed with the Mafia and I
grew up with The Godfather and other mob movies. I seem
to be drawn to the Yakuza in the same way.
Homura Yasobe and Touji Karasuma are back in the final
installment of A Gentleman's Kiss. The second volume
kicks off with Kyoya Kuramoto, former host at Homura's club,
basically stalking Homura. It seems that he has fallen for his
former boss. Since the stalking doesn't seem to be making any
progress, he goes about using the blackmail approach. Kyoya
knows about Homura and Touji's affair. To shut him up
Homura agrees to go out with him. But his mind is always
focused on Touji. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 09:14 PM PST [Link]

Sun, November 9, 2008
YAM: Bite-Size Chunks
Story and Art: Corey Barba
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-60309-014-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-60309-014-8
Review by Kris
On the island of La Leche de la Luna
lives a young boy with a magical
backpack. His name is YAM. I guess he
gets his name from the fact that his outfit
makes him look like a yam, a cute yam I
should say. With his friends Marzipan Gato and May and his
pet TV they have many fun adventures. From catching bugs to
keep in jars, drinking magical potions, and dreaming of a
beautiful young lady from a local carnival, YAM and his friends
have lots of fun.
These comics are wonderfully wordless, endlessly creative,
and utterly adorable.
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[more]
Posted by Kris @ 06:28 PM PST [Link]
Vampire's Portrait
Story and Art: Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-590-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-590-2

Janine Fennick
Outfoxed
Uncovered
Geoff Fernald
Jilly Gee
Tom Good
Jessica Groper
John D. Groper

Review by Kris

Mick Harrigan

Lou is a young painter. On one cold day
a handsome stranger approaches him.
This mysterious stranger offers to be his
patron. He asks Lou to paint his portrait. Sein is a composer.
This intrigues Lou because his grandfather, who raised him,
played the piano. There seems to be something a little off with
Sein. He's very unsociable. Nothing Lou paints seems to
satisfy Sein. After a small row Sein accidentally cuts Lou's
hand and Sein's true nature is revealed. Sein is a vampire.

Julia Hendricks

Lou comes to find himself somewhat attracted to Sein. He's
resolved to paint a portrait that Sein will approve of. But a man
named Adam comes into the picture. It seems that Sein and
Adam have a contract. Sein gets to feed off Adam and Adam
gets musical scores. Sein had fed off Lou the day before and
wasn't as hungry when Adam had arrived. After Adam left in a
huff Sein wanted a little more of Lou's blood. A little strange
since he'd just vomited up a large amount of blood. We find out
that Sein had fallen in love with Lou's grandfather, Claude,
many years ago. It seems that Lou and Claude's blood taste
similar. [more]

April Kim

Chris Husmann
Kitty Johnson
Benjamin Franklin: An American
Life
The Stone Cold Truth
My Life, by Bill Clinton
Molly Kiely

Kris
Kathy LaFollett
Allan Landow
I-hsiu Lin
Logan
Maxwell Maxfield
Amy Qualls-McClure

Posted by Kris @ 05:48 PM PST [Link]

Jenni Moody

Wild Butterfly
Story and art by Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705623
ISBN-13: 9781569705629

Don Newton

Review by Jilly Gee
If I were to give Wild Butterfly a
quantitative score, it would be very low.
The stories are amazing, the art is
beautiful and detailed, and there are even color pages. It does
not, however, fit the boys love genre. Oh, there is one brief
story that features a male on male couple, but that hardly
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changes the feel the graphic novel and justifies dumping it into
the Juné line. There are a couple of other stories with a slashy
feeling, but if an affectionate and close relationship was
enough to brand a story as BL, then half of the Shounen Jump
series should move to BE X BOY.
"Wild Butterfly", namesake of the book and the first story,
starts with a hint of the tragedy to come as the color pages
show a tired-looking, dark-haired man with his students,
silently contemplating the past. Oliver, a young, dark-haired
man who longs to join in the war his country is in the middle of,
but unable to because of a bad leg, is assigned as a teaching
assistant to Sir Michael von Straum Liedelhart. Michael,
despite being a military man who has led many men to victory,
or perhaps because of it, only wants to see peace in the world
and teaches the children so. The two develop a close
friendship, Oliver slowly changing the way he sees the world.
[more]

William Wentworth-Shields
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Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:47 AM PST [Link]

Sat, November 8, 2008
Sweet Regard
Story and art by Juji Fusa
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 156970564X
ISBN-13: 9781569705643

A.Word.A.Day:
zoilus
from Wordsmith.org

And other donation options.

Review by Jilly Gee
Kohei only had one person that he ever
cared for in his life: his younger sister,
Chieko. When she gets married and
leaves the house, he is comedically angry; when she dies in a
car accident, he is heartbroken. He is not alone, however, as
he shares his pain with with his brother-in-law, Shingo.
Despite Kohei's high strung personality, despite the fact that
Shingo was the one that stole Chieko away from him, the two
get along quite well together. Shingo has an easy-going
personality, able to take all of Kohei's yelling with a smile on
his face. So it is that even when Shingo confesses and Kohei
doesn't reciprocate, they still spend their time together
comfortably. [more]
Posted by Jilly Gee @ 08:42 PM PST [Link]

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/[4/27/2019 2:25:42 PM]

Ontology on the go!
Contact us
www.e -referrer.com

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and Ephemeron

Fri, November 7, 2008
Schlock Mercenary: The Tub
Happiness
Story and Art: Howard Tayler
Published by The Tayler Corporation
ISBN-13: 978-0-9779074-0-3

of

Review by Kris
In the 31st century Schlock, a green
blobby A-morph, and his trusty plasma
cannon join Tagon's Toughs, a space
mercenary company. Here he meets with many zany
adventures from a hostile corporate take over by Andreyasn
Interstellar/Intergalactic Enterprises, to battles with deathly evil
bugs and everything in between. Schlock Mercenary is an
online comic at schlockmercenary.com. Every day brings you a
new comic, a new adventure for Schlock and Tagon's Toughs.
[more]
Posted by Kris @ 03:37 PM PST [Link]
Millennium Darling 2006
Story and art by Maki Naruto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569700311
ISBN-13: 9781569700310
Review by Jilly Gee
The sequel to the seven-volume
Millennium Darling series (probably more
recognizable as Seikimatsu Darling and
more so for its OVA), the many couples of Millennium Darling
2006 are already established and being put through
ridiculously funny scenarios, some of which are implausible
and meant only as jokes. The title couple for this graphic
novel, Sakamoto and Sentarou, are the ones given the most
attention while all other couples have it short, sweet, and silly.
Although the title couple get more attention story-wise, they
are not treated too differently, their stories also sweet and silly.
[more]
Posted by Jilly Gee @ 12:01 AM PST [Link]

Thu, November 6, 2008
We Were There vol. 1
Story and Art: Yuki Obata
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/[4/27/2019 2:25:42 PM]
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Published by VIZ Media
ISBN-10: 1-4215-2018-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-2018-6
Review by Kris
Nanami Takahashi (throughout the rest of the book she's
known as Nana) has just started high school. Her goal is to be
uber friendly and make lots of new friends. She starts off with
her neighbor Yuri Yamamoto, but Yamamoto doesn't seem to
be too friendly. After making a few new friends she hears the
girls talking about a guy named Motoharu Yano. He was very
popular in middle school and his popularity with the ladies
seems to have transferred to high school.
Nana is a bit flighty. She went to nominate one of her new
friends as the class president and forgot her name. She
stopped to ask someone in her class what her name was. The
person who she stopped happened to be Yano. He gave her
the wrong name and Nana ended up embarrassing herself in
front of her classmates. From that moment Nana and Yano's
crazy relationship began. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 10:36 PM PST [Link]
Pinky and Stinky
Story and Art: James Kochalka
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-891830-29-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-891830-29-7
Review by Kris
PIGS IN SPAAAAAAAAAACE!
For those of you who grew up in homes without televisions, or
those who are just too young, Pigs in Space was a bit on The
Muppet Show. In my house The Muppet Show was not
to be missed. I even watched it while it was in syndication. Jim
Henson is looked upon like a God at my house. You're
probably wondering "Why on Earth is she bringing up The
Muppet Show while reviewing a book that has nothing to do
with Jim Henson, the Muppets, etc?" Well, as you can see by
the cover of Pinky and Stinky, they truly are Pigs in Space!
[more]
Posted by Kris @ 06:47 PM PST [Link]

Wed, November 5, 2008
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You Make My Head Spin
Story and Art: Kazuhiko Mishima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-586-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-586-5
Review by Kris
Shindou has just transferred into the
roughest school in the neighborhood.
Upon arriving he meets Murai, Sugi, and
their leader Yousuke Aizawa. Yousuke looks like your average
juvenile delinquent, but looks can be deceiving. Yousuke gets
motion sickness from riding a bike and is a bit on the shy side.
Shindou, on the other hand, is very forward with his feelings
and extremely confident. Wherever he goes he always seems
to be sparkling. So when Shindou confesses, seeing him so
nervous breaks down Yousuke's tough exterior. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 06:57 PM PST [Link]
Toy Box: Flogger
Edited by M. Rode
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-406-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-406-9
Review by Linda Yau
After months and months of getting
overwhelm, I finally have some time to
write reviews for the remaining e-books I
have. I still do have some more reviews
to complete. So, Toybox Flogger is a
collection of short stories, dealing with flogging. There is a
definition of flogging as a multi-tongue whipping tool for a
fetish, and usually featured in BDSM stories. [more]
Posted by Linda Yau @ 10:18 AM PST [Link]
The Lost Island of Tamarind
Written by Nadia Aguiar
Published by Feiwel & Friends
ISBN-10: 0312380291
ISBN-13: 9780312380298
Review by Jilly Gee
For a long time Maya had believed there
was nothing better than life on the open
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ocean, sailing from port to port on the
warm trade winds that blew across the
Atlantic Ocean.
Maya used to love her life on the Pamela Jane, the boat her
family calls home. Her parents, marine biologists, would show
their children things other children could only ever imagine,
such as the barnacled side of a whale, and teach their children
things other children did not learn on land, such as how to rig a
fifty-two-foot schooner.
As a restless thirteen-year-old,
however, Maya is not content with this lifestyle anymore; she
wants to live with Granny Pearl on stable land and go to school
with other kids her age and form friendships not limited to her
nine-year-old brother, Simon, or eight-month-old sister,
Penny. When an unusual storm separates the three children
from their parents, though, Maya finds herself longing for those
days on the Pamela Jane. Mami and Papi nowhere in sight,
the children leave the boat and wander around on the strange
island the Pamela Jane has come to. [more]
Posted by Jilly Gee @ 12:43 AM PST [Link]

Mon, November 3, 2008
Lover's Pledge
Story and Art by Kae Maruya
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-580-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-580-3
Review by I-hsiu Lin
After one night of drunkedness, Kazuto
Haruna finds himself in bed with Akihiko
Takasugi. Naked. Although he didn't
remember anything of the previous night, Akihiko reminds him,
"I've bought one month of your time for 1,000,000 yen." One
would think in a boys love manga, the one month would be
filled with hot, steamy guy on guy action....but you’ll be
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surprised what actually goes on. Kazuto himself was unsure of
this arrangement, but soon, their time together drew certain
feelings from his heart. [more]
Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 10:35 PM PST [Link]
Tomorrow's Ulterior Motives
Story and Art: Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-559-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-559-9
Review by Kris
Makoto Aizawa and Sanari Jounouchisensei have been lovers for about a year
now.
Makoto's
performance
in
Jounouchi-sensei's play has caused there to be a growing
buzz around Makoto's acting abilities. But a new villain has
appeared Jounouchi-sensei's arch nemesis Taizou Oouchi.
The two used to work for the same Theatre Company until
Oouchi-sensei struck out on his own. He now has set his
sights on Makoto. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 08:02 PM PST [Link]

Sun, November 2, 2008
S vol. 3: Split
Story by: Saki Aida
Illustrated by: Chiharu Nara
Published by June
ISBN-10: 1-56970-708-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-708-1
Review by Kris
This is one yaoi novel series that has
completely captivated me and leaves me
wanting and waiting desperately for the
next installment in the series. If you are
interested in my reviews for S vol. 1
and S vol. 2: A Love Bite, feel free to
click on the links.
Masaki Shiiba is a member of the elite COC5 group in the
police force. His group is responsible for finding illegal
firearms. Because they sometimes work outside the law, they
have to create trusting networks of informants or "S" (you
know, spy) to gather information from. One of Shiiba's
informants is a yakuza by the name of Keigo Munechika. Since
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Munechika is not hurting for money the way Shiiba gets his
info from Munechika is by using his body. But it seems as
though Shiiba's feelings for Munechika are much deeper than
detective and S. He's fallen, and fallen hard, for Munechika.
[more]
Posted by Kris @ 12:16 AM PST [Link]
Dark Walker
Story by: Hikaru Yura
Illustrated by: Hirotaka Kisaragi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-615-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-615-2
Review by Kris
Tomoki Naruse has the most vivid wet
dreams. Not only does he feel amazing in
his dreams, but those feelings seem to
linger, literally. Nightly he waits in a fragrant field of flowers for
his lover. He doesn't know their name. He doesn't know what
they look like. One thing he does know, this lover isn't a chick.
He enjoys the sex, nonetheless.
Tomoki is a high school student. He's kind of small, but he's
quite feisty. He seems to be drawn to new student, Yuugo
Oda. There is something mysterious about Yuugo. He seems
to know quite a bit about Tomoki. The two become close
friends and soon the feelings Tomoki has for Yuugo are much
more complicated. It turns out that Tomoki and Yuugo are Dark
Walkers. Dark Walkers are humans born with the ability to
enter the dream realm called "The Depths of Dreams" while
still aware of their consciousness. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 12:08 AM PST [Link]
The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict
Story by: Katsura Izumi
Illustrated by: Hinako Takanaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-614-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-614-5
Review by Kris
Toya Sakurai is content with his life. He
has a beautiful fiancée and a highly
coveted job with a publishing company.
He is happy with the way his life has turned out so far. Yet, he
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seems to be far more passionate than he is even aware of. He
has recently been transferred to the mysteries division, which
he is ecstatic about. He specifically took the job with the
publisher who worked with famed mystery author Kai Hodaka.
He has loved reading books written by Hodaka and would love
to be able to read his work before anyone else.
Hodaka won a prestigious award and to celebrate the
publisher is throwing a party in his honor. Toya is so excited to
possibly have the honor of meeting the author he has idolized
for years. After an embarrassing run in with Hodaka at the
party Toya feels he is doomed for eternity in the eyes of his
hero. The next day at work he is in for a surprise. It looks as
though he made a memorable impression on Hodaka, and
they are assigning Toya to be his editor. He is known to be a
bit tough on editors, but Toya is a professional and will do all
he can to please both the company and Hodaka. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 12:01 AM PST [Link]

Thu, October 30, 2008
Passion: Forbidden Lovers
Story by: Shinobu Gotoh
Illustrated by: Shouko Takaku
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-574-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-574-2
Review by Kris
There is a rumor floating around Hikaru
Umino's high school. Handsome teacher
Mr. Shima has recently become
engaged. Hikaru has fallen in love with Shima and doesn't
know what to do with the sadness he feels after finding out this
news. Posing as fellow teacher Mr. Amamiya, Hikaru lures
Shima into an empty classroom and proceeds to rape him.
Shima tries (but not too hard it seems) to get Hikaru to stop.
Shima tells Hikaru that he is not engaged to be married and
that those are only rumors. If you think the premise on raping
your most beloved person is strange things only get weirder.
At school the next day Hikaru dreads seeing Shima. At least
he is feeling some remorse for his actions. Yet when he
passes Shima on the stairs it seems like nothing ever
happened between them.
While Shima is trying to deal with the situation with Hikaru, Mr.
Amamiya wants Shima for himself. It turns out that Shima and
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Amamiya attended the same high school and were lovers for a
time. Amamiya broke it off, breaking Shima's heart. Shima has
moved on in his life, but it seems that Amamiya hasn't. After a
bizarre meeting at Shima's house Shima, Amamiya, and
Hikaru share a meal. Of course Amamiya is trying to get back
into Shima's pants, Hikaru is trying to move on but awkwardly
is in the middle, and who knows what's going on in Shima's
mind. After Amamiya leaves Shima's apartment, Shima
proceeds to drag Hikaru to the bedroom for some hot, sweaty,
illegal sex (because we are dealing with a teacher and student,
adult and minor, you know against the law). Hikaru was
supposed to come up with a way to atone for his misdeed.
Shima suggests they "play lovers." They will have to keep it on
the down low because of the whole teacher student thing.
Hikaru is ecstatic! [more]
Posted by Kris @ 11:06 PM PST [Link]
Carnal Sacraments
Written by Perry Brass
Published by Belhue Press
ISBN10: 1892149052
ISBN13: 9781892149053
Review by Linda Yau
Carnal Sacraments is set in a futuristic
alternative universe, this is a world that is
like Orwell's 1984 meet Anderson's
Feed. Germany is the leading country of
the world and Jeffrey Cooper is a man
who appears to be king of his world. Jeffrey is a powerful
businessman who has the ability to determine trends. Similar
to being a 'cool hunter,' styles are found to peak in popularity
and then fall in popularity, he determines that. As a product of
the government's system though, Jeffrey has a strict regimen
of sustaining his ageless body. The only problem he worries
about is the copping of dealing with stress. It wasn't until he
meets John that Jeffrey's perfect world starts to crumble, as he
enters into an identity crisis. [more]
Posted by Linda Yau @ 07:31 PM PST [Link]
Seti's Heart
By Kiernan Kelly
1st Torquere Press Printing January
2008
Also available as an e-book
Review by Ida Vega-Landow
Seeing how it's so close to Halloween, I
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thought I'd review a sexy horror story.
Looking in my e-book folder, I found a
novel about a mummy I was supposed to
have reviewed back in the spring. Oops!
Since it had hibernated for so long, I thought I'd better
resurrect it, like the mummy it's about. Being familiar with
Torquere Press' usual fare, I took for granted it would be a hot,
sexy gay love story. Much to my surprise, it was a very good
story as well. Good enough to be made into a movie, if it
weren't for the gay love story. Let's hope some enlightened
film producer takes a stab at it in the not too distant future.
[more]
Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 02:27 PM PST [Link]

Wed, October 29, 2008
Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7
Review by Kris
Barefoot Waltz by Romuco Miike is a
one-shot collection. This is the last oneshot collection out of this round of Juné releases. Luckily in the
next round there was only one one-shot collection.
The first one-shot story Barefoot Waltz, Come Here, and
Summer Cold are the longest of the stories. Abe is an author
and somewhat of a loner. At the beginning of the summer he
always feel a bit sluggish and a young man takes up his
thoughts by the name of Katsumi Nakahara. Two years ago
Nakahara worked for the company that publishes Abe's work.
When Nakahara had come to pick up the manuscript they had
a night of sweaty sex. Now two years from that time Nakahara
has shown up on Abe's step unable to get sensei out of his
head. It seems Nakahara fell in love with Abe and has no
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where else to go. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 09:50 PM PST [Link]

Tue, October 28, 2008
Kabuki vol. 1 - Flower
Story and Art: Yukari Hashida
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-592-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-592-6
Review by Kris
Death will never separate these lovers.
Kounosuke is the young master of
Kiyonari Castle during the Tenshou Era (between 1573-1592
AD – thanks to the manga for publishing those dates). He has
a young page named Kageya. During a siege the castle had
been breached and the enemy was making its way to where
Kounosuke and Kageya had retreated. Knowing that there was
no option but death the two lovers swore to one another that
they would search for each other in the next life. The next thing
you know Kounosuke is lying in a modern hospital bed. He is
utterly confused. Where on earth is Kounosuke? [more]
Posted by Kris @ 02:45 PM PST [Link]
Passionate Theory
Story and Art: Ayumi Kano
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-578-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-578-0
Review by Kris
Midori Komasawa wants to study
overseas. He is passionate about math.
Midori failed to tell his best friend Arie
Kanoh about going overseas. It seems that Kanoh has deeper
feelings for Midori than just friendship. But there seems to be a
rival on the scene for Midori's feelings. Gin Hanabusa is
Midori's cousin, a math teacher at Midori and Kanoh's school,
and Kanoh's former math tutor. Kanoh knows first hand how
Hanabusa feels about Midori (at least he thinks he knows).
Here begins our bizarre love triangle of math. [more]
Posted by Kris @ 12:26 PM PST [Link]
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The Journal is on hiatus, but the News, Reviews, Con Coverage, etc. are still going
strong at J LHLS Miscellanea and Ephemeron. Or you can read the reviews and
reports archives.
Issue 9 - Spring 2006
Journal of the

"Ontology on the go!"
The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society. Every issue is filled with
an astonishing mix of poetry, essays, criticism, opinion, deconstruction,
humor, essays on museums, dance, home and office décor, household
hints, communications, advertising, health and fitness, etiquette, gardening,
urban living, culture, Kultcha, film, cars, theater, biographies, profiles, food
reviews, internet culture, technology, writing on art, music, fashion, design,
architecture, travel, history, software/hardware reviews, politics, business,
economics, current events, interviews, cooking, sex, science, and whatever
isn't on this list. We find zen in the most un-zen places, poetics where you'd
least expect them, and ontology is always on the go here at J LHLS.

Issue 9 - Spring 2006
Table of Contents
Forget the Editoral. Please enjoy J LHLS 9 - The Fiction Issue!
Late one night, driving cross-country, my friend and I stopped at a campsite
in Lake Anita, Iowa. The attendant had already fallen asleep, so we drove
our station wagon slowly over the gravel drive, past the admission gate, and
up a winding road to a hill overlooking miles of low, dark countryside.
Lake Anita
By Allison Burnett
Five months after graduating from college, Andrew and I were frozen in our
lives of unemployment. Our windfall high-paying summer internships had
not led to permanent jobs as we'd hoped and the money we'd saved on the
off chance that we'd be unemployed was beginning to run out.
Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer
By Jessica Groper
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Janice decided one day to become a heroine, since that was what Nancy
Drew was. She went for a long walk around her town and looked for
mysteries to solve or people to help, but there really wasn't much to do. So
she went home again then just decided to just be herself. Little did she
know.
More Minimalist Fiction
By Marlene Taylor
Chaînés - Chains, links. A series of rapid turns done in a straight line or
circle.
French For Dancers
By Jessica Groper
This excerpt is from an unfinished fantasy novel, "Mara Sonnedragon," set
on an alternate-history medieval Earth. Mara is the only daughter and heir
of the Grand Duke of Noreland, and therefore titled Prince in spite of her
gender. She is also the leader of the Shieldmaids, a quasi-religious group of
women warriors, but unlike many of her fellow Shieldmaids, has not yet
received a vision of the talisman beast that will serve as her battle symbol
and personal spirit-guide.
Mara and the Dragon
By Kathryn L. Ramage
Stefan Kline lay in bed naked, his arms behind his head, staring at the
ceiling. Projected on the wavy and crumbling surface were images of
perfection. He was not one to gloat, but he felt he had every right to,
because that morning he had decided that his evening would be perfect and
it had been. Never before had he felt so secure in the power of his will.
The Ring
By Allison Burnett
"Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow" is a chapter from "Promised Land", a
work-in-progress fictive biography of Bill Clinton set in the twenty-four hours
before he has tell Hillary about his affair with Monica Lewinsky.
Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow
By Kitty Johnson

This work is copyright © 2006 by The Journal of The Lincoln Heights
Literary Society, Los Angeles, California. Copyrights for the individual
articles are held by their respective author(s).
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The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and
Ephemeron
Previous issues
Well, we can start telling gay men that they don't exist in an alternate moral
universe, where anything that a gay man wants to do in the sack, however
self- or other-destructive, is his right. An Interview with Dan Savage
I'm a lifelong journalist. I think everyone is immoral. An Interview with John
Bloom
I'm just white-knuckling it with the muse. An Interview with Brooke
McEldowney September 15, 2006: Very very good news! There will be a
Pibgorn graphic novel! Click here for more information.
The biggest danger facing the U.S. right now is ignorance. Ignorance and
apathy. This administration is screwing this country over for years and years
to come and so many people have the attitude that it is treasonous to
disagree with our government's shady-assed behavior. It's absurd. People
are slowly waking up, though. An Interview with Keith Knight
Because balancing a laptop in the bathroom is tricky. Seriously, people still
like the feel and smell of a book. It doesn't need batteries, cables, and you
never get spammed. Also, there is a big difference between a comic at 72
dpi and a printed page at 600 dpi. An Interview with David Allen
"Anyone who has kids knows the answer: It's nature. Nurture isn't even in
second place. Parents can of course have a negative impact, in obvious
ways, but everything else is cellular. My daughters are amazing adults and I
love them without reserve, but that's not because of anything I did. Oh, wait,
I made sure they listened to lots of Van Morrison." An interview with Jon
Carroll, San Francisco Chronicle columnist
"Well, it's both nature and nurture. I can't believe that God would create
Larry King all on His own." An Interview with Mike Nelson
"My super-heroes were Amazons -- Wonder Woman and Troia -- because
of what they represented to me. Wonder Woman wanted more than
anything else in the world for human beings to peacefully coexist with each
other. I can think of no greater sentiment than that, and that's why she's my
hero. An Interview with Phil Jimenez
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11/15/2008 Entry: "Book Review: Porn Nation"
Porn Nation: Conquering America's #1 Addiction
Written by Michael Leahy
Published by Northfield Publishers
ISBN10: 0802481256
ISBN13: 9780802481252
Review by Linda Yau
Recently as I started to write this review, an acquaintance saw
the book cover, and asked where are the pictures? I imagine that
is how a lot of people would feel - seeing the book title. However,
the content of the book is different than what can be expected.
Porn Nation is a reflective account of how the author spent a
greater part of his life obsessed with porn. This unspeakable hobby caused his fifteen
year marriage to fall apart, and so this is a self-help book for people to realize that
there is an unspoken problem as the author labels the issue of porn-watching a sex
syndrome.
The porn industry is worth $100 billion per year internationally and porn has become a
societal norm. Porn has initially gained a large foothold in society, with the advent of
the VHS and then exploded with the Internet. So it wasn't too hard for Leahy to be
introduced to porn via his dad's collection decades ago. Still, he became obsessed,
and when he realized that viewing pornography was such an issue, he felt that
admitting and reforming was the best course of action.
I did not expect this to be a Christian title, but I have to say that the author has found
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religion to be his solution to stop watching porn. There are scriptures mentioned and
how Leahy found God. One interesting note was how the author has mentioned the he
has met and befriended Ron Jeremy, a famous porn star. They go to various college
campuses and participate in debates on porn. I couldn't help but remember that my
college may have been one of those campuses, where there was such a debate. I
definitely do remember Ron Jeremy being one of the speakers, but I'm having a hard
time confirming if Michael Leahy was the other speaker. It's a moot point though, so if
you want more information on this book: read it and if you have time check out the
book's own website.
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11/14/2008: Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz
11/12/2008: Yaoi Review: FreshMen
11/10/2008: Yaoi Review: A Gentleman's Kiss vol. 2
11/09/2008: Comic Review: YAM: Bite-Size Chunks
11/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Vampire's Portrait
11/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Wild Butterfly
11/08/2008: Yaoi review: Sweet Regard
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

J LHLS Archives

11/07/2008: Comic Review: Schlock Mercenary: The Tub of Happiness
11/07/2008: Yaoi review: Millennium Darling 2006
11/06/2008: Manga Review: We Were There vol. 1
11/06/2008: Graphic Novel Review: Pinky and Stinky
11/05/2008: Yaoi Review: You Make My Head Spin
11/05/2008: e-Book Review: Toy Box: Flogger
11/05/2008: Book review: The Lost Island of Tamarind
11/03/2008: Yaoi Review: Lover's Pledge
11/03/2008: Yaoi Review: Tomorrow's Ulterior Motives
11/02/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: S vol. 3: Split
11/02/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Dark Walker
11/02/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict
10/30/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Passion: Forbidden Lovers
10/30/2008: Novel Review: Carnal Sacraments
10/30/2008: Book review: Seti's Heart
10/29/2008: Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz
10/28/2008: Yaoi Review: Kabuki vol. 1 - Flower
10/28/2008: Yaoi Review: Passionate Theory
10/27/2008: Manga Review: Red Angel vol. 2
10/26/2008: Yaoi review: Yakuza in Love vol. 3
10/25/2008: Book Review: Manly
10/25/2008: Con Report: Anime Banzai 2008 - Day Two
10/24/2008: Con Report: Anime Banzai 2008 - Day One
10/22/2008: Yaoi Review: Hot Limit
10/22/2008: Yaoi Review: Lover's Pledge
10/22/2008: Book review: Naughty Paris
10/22/2008: Yaoi Review: Sunflower vol. 2
10/21/2008: Yaoi Review: Romantic Illusions
10/20/2008: Comic Book Review: Air vol. 1
10/19/2008: Yaoi Review: Future Lovers
10/19/2008: Manga Review: Red Angel vol. 2
10/19/2008: Yaoi Review: Total Surrender
10/17/2008: Yaoi Review: Shy Intentions
10/16/2008: Yaoi Review: Tough Love Baby
10/16/2008: Manga Review: Hitohira vol. 1
10/16/2008: Yaoi Review: Kiss All the Boys vol. 3
10/15/2008: Yaoi Review: Oh my god! vol. 2
10/15/2008: Yaoi Review: Maid in Heaven
10/13/2008: Yaoi Review: One Night Lesson
10/13/2008: e-Book review: The Keeper
10/13/2008: Novel review: The Firemaster's Mistress
10/12/2008: New York Anime Festival Part 2
10/12/2008: New York Anime Festival 2008 part 2
10/12/2008: New York Anime Festival Part 1
10/10/2008: New York Anime Festival 2008
10/09/2008: Comic Review: Street Fighter #12
10/09/2008: Comic Review: Street Fighter #10
10/08/2008: Yaoi Review: Mister Mistress vol. 2
10/06/2008: J LHLS interview with Karl Christian Krumpholz
10/04/2008: Artbook Review: Flamboyant
10/04/2008: Book review: Polanski: A Biography
10/03/2008: Book Review: What is Money?
10/01/2008: Novel Review: Spies, Lies, and Naked Thighs
10/01/2008: Book review: The Spanish Bride
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10/01/2008: Book Review: What is Dreaming?
09/28/2008: Event report: West Hollywood Book Fair 2008
09/28/2008: Book Review: Yes We Can: A Biography of Barack Obama
09/22/2008: Brooklyn Book Festival 2008
09/20/2008: Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 4
09/19/2008: An Interview with Amy Colburn
09/19/2008: Yaoi Review: Future Lovers vol. 1
09/18/2008: Josei Review: Make Love and Peace
09/17/2008: Yaoi Review: Yakuza in Love vol. 3
09/16/2008: VIZ Announces Black Lagoon Manga
09/15/2008: Kumoricon 2008
09/15/2008: Book Review: Barack Obama for Beginners
09/13/2008: e-Book Review: Bent
09/12/2008: Yaoi Review: A Gentleman's Kiss vol. 1
09/10/2008: Yaoi Review: Clear Skies vol. 1
09/08/2008: Novel review: Ruby in the Smoke
09/04/2008: Yuri Review: Eriko Tadeno Works
09/04/2008: Yaoi Review: Today's Ulterior Motives
09/04/2008: Book Review: Tales of the Sisters Kane
09/04/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Ai no Kusabi, Volume 3
09/03/2008: Coming Soon! The Kumoricon Report!
09/03/2008: Book review: From Dead to Worse
09/02/2008: Yaoi Review: Heavenly Body
09/01/2008: Yaoi Review: One Night Lesson
08/31/2008: Yaoi Review: Ruff Love
08/31/2008: Yaoi Review: Author's Pet
08/27/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Clear Skies! A Charming Love Story
08/26/2008: Novel review: Adam the King
08/26/2008: Book review: Migration Patterns
08/26/2008: Novel review: Me, Myself & Him
08/26/2008: Game Review: Mabinogi
08/24/2008: Yaoi Review: Kiss All the Boys vol. 2
08/23/2008: Con Report: Otakon 2008 - Part 2
08/23/2008: Josei Review: Pretty Poison
08/20/2008: Yaoi review: Kiss Blue, volume 1
08/20/2008: Novel review: Caged Slave
08/19/2008: Novel review: Sleeping with Money
08/18/2008: Con Report: Otakon 2008 - Part 1
08/17/2008: Book Review: eat.shop los angeles
08/15/2008: Yaoi review: Hate to Love You
08/15/2008: Book review: The $12 Million Stuffed Shark
08/14/2008: Yaoi review: Mister Mistress, vol. 1
08/13/2008: Josei Review: Pretty Poison
08/13/2008: Book review: My One Hundred Adventures
08/12/2008: e-Book review: Wild Raspberries
08/12/2008: Book review: Empty Graves: A Murphy's Lore After Hours Collection,
Volume 2
08/12/2008: Yaoi Review: Millennium Darling 2006
08/12/2008: Yaoi Review: Sweet Regard
08/12/2008: Yaoi review: Oh My God! vol 1
08/11/2008: Yaoi Review: Hot Limit
08/11/2008: Yaoi Review: Wild Butterfly
08/10/2008: eBook review: Love Bites
08/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Tough Love Baby
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08/07/2008: Novel Review: Fafner: Dead Aggressor
08/06/2008: Book Review: Catch a Mate
08/05/2008: Novel review: Royal Escape
08/05/2008: Yaoi review: Golden Prince & Argent King
08/05/2008: Novel review: Naruto: The Boy Ninja
08/05/2008: Novel review: Vampire Hunter D: The Rose Princess
08/04/2008: Book Review: Good Girl's Guide to Living in Sin
08/04/2008: e-Book review: The Pardoner's Tale
08/01/2008: Yaoi Review: Author's Pet
07/31/2008: Comic Con 2008
07/30/2008: Manga review: Nephilm Vol 2
07/30/2008: e-Book review: Hart and Soul
07/28/2008: e-Book Review: Taste Test: Summer Solstice
07/27/2008: e-Book review: Sight Unseen
07/27/2008: e-Book Review: Games People Play: Bottoms Up
07/25/2008: Book Review: Confessions of a Bi-Polar Mardi Gras Queen
07/23/2008: Book Review: Experience Pipeline
07/21/2008: Book review: Vampire Hunter D, vol 6
07/20/2008: e-Book Review: Heartbeat
07/20/2008: Book review: Friday's Child
07/20/2008: e-Book Review: Dark Submission
07/20/2008: Graphic Novel Review: Boy Princess Vol 1
07/20/2008: Novel Review: The Wonder Singer
07/20/2008: Manhwa Review: Roureville vol. 2
07/16/2008: Book review: Christina, Queen of Sweden
07/15/2008: Industry news: Death Note and Other VIZ Anime Now at iTunes
07/15/2008: Book Review: Christmas Sucks
07/15/2008: Yaoi review: Candy
07/14/2008: Manhwa Review: Roureville vol. 1
07/13/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: A Promise of Romance
07/13/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Caged Slave
07/13/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Sweet Admiration
07/12/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Better Than a Dream
07/12/2008: Yaoi Review: Tomcats 1
07/11/2008: Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 3
07/10/2008: Manhwa review: Dorothy of Oz, Volumes 1 & 2
07/10/2008: Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 2
07/10/2008: Yaoi review: God of Dogs
07/09/2008: Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 1
07/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Spring Fever
07/09/2008: Book Review: To Plead Our Own Case
07/07/2008: Book review: Draycott Eternal
07/06/2008: Anime Expo 2008: Day 4
07/06/2008: Book review: Brooklyn Bridge
07/05/2008: Anime Expo 2008: Day 3
07/04/2008: Anime Expo 2008: Day 2
07/03/2008: Anime Expo 2008: Day 1
06/30/2008: Industry News: Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki at Anime Expo
06/30/2008: Yaoi Review: Hero Heel, Volume 2
06/29/2008: Yaoi Review: Hate To Love You
06/29/2008: Josei Review: Real Love
06/28/2008: Book Review: eat.shop nyc
06/28/2008: e-Book Review: Miskatonic Mistletoe
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06/27/2008: Manwha Review: Star Project Chiro vol. 3
06/26/2008: Manhwa Review: Star Project Chiro vol. 2
06/25/2008: Manhwa Review: Star Project Chiro vol. 1
06/25/2008: e-Book Review: A-Viking
06/25/2008: Book review: Red Shifting
06/25/2008: Book review: eat.shop london
06/25/2008: Manga review: Knights, vol 1
06/24/2008: Yaoi review: The Devil's Secret
06/24/2008: Yaoi review: Love is Like a Hurricane, vol 5
06/23/2008: BookExpo 2008
06/22/2008: Yaoi Jamboree, Day 3
06/22/2008: Yaoi Review: Steal Moon vol. 1
06/21/2008: Yaoi Jamboree Day 2
06/20/2008: Yaoi Jamboree Day 1
06/20/2008: e-book Review: Ring My Bell
06/19/2008: Graphic Novel Review: The Clouds Above
06/19/2008: Manhwa Review: Magical JxR vol. 2
06/18/2008: Josei Review: Voices of Love
06/18/2008: Book review: Pillage
06/17/2008: e-Book review: Dancing on the Head of a Pin
06/17/2008: Manhwa Review: Magical JxR vol. 1
06/17/2008: Yaoi review: Yakuza in Love (volume 2)
06/16/2008: e-Book Review: Christmas with Gary
06/14/2008: Future of Manga panel survey with Audry Taylor of Go! Media
06/13/2008: Novel review: Vampire Hunter D Volume 5: The Stuff of Dreams
06/11/2008: e-Book Review: A Good Thing
06/10/2008: e-Book Review: Witness
06/09/2008: Yaoi Review: The President's Time
06/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Candy
06/08/2008: e-Book Review: Some Kind of River
06/07/2008: Yaoi review: Yakuza in love (volume 1)
06/04/2008: e-book Review: My One and Oni
06/03/2008: Yaoi Review: God of Dogs
06/02/2008: Yaoi review: Blue Sky
06/02/2008: e-Book Review: Satyr-Day Night Fever
06/01/2008: Yaoi Review: Golden Prince and Argent King
06/01/2008: Yaoi novel review: Immoral Darkness
05/28/2008: e-Book Review: Switching Sides
05/28/2008: Novel review: Sweet Admiration
05/28/2008: Novel review: A Promise of Romance
05/28/2008: Novel review: Little Darling
05/26/2008: e-Book Review: Red Skin
05/26/2008: e-Book Review: Mahape a ale wala'au
05/25/2008: e-Book review: Taming the Mountain Mist
05/25/2008: Film Review: Honey and Clover
05/25/2008: Speed Racer: Mach Go Go Go, Vol. 1 & 2 (Boxed Set)
05/25/2008: Film Review: Hula Girls
05/24/2008: e-Book Review: The Sight of Home
05/23/2008: e-Book review: Cat Scratch Fever
05/22/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: S vol. 2: A Love Bite
05/22/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: S vol. 1
05/21/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Like A Love Comedy
05/20/2008: Novel Review: Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 8
05/20/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Eternal Love
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

J LHLS Archives

05/20/2008: Yaoi review: Love Control
05/20/2008: Yaoi review: A Love Song for the Miserable
05/20/2008: Yaoi review: Restart
05/18/2008: Yaoi Review: Hero Heel vol. 2
05/18/2008: Yaoi review: Feverish
05/18/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Immoral Darkness
05/17/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Gentle Cage
05/16/2008: Yaoi review: Dog Style (vol 1)
05/14/2008: Novel review: Vampire Hunter D
05/14/2008: Yaoi Review: Kiss Blue vol. 1
05/14/2008: Manga Review: Red Angel vol. 1
05/12/2008: Yaoi Review: Pathos vol. 1
05/12/2008: Yaoi Review: A Foreign Love Affair
05/12/2008: Yaoi review: Say Please
05/12/2008: Yaoi revew: Party
05/11/2008: Movie review: Nana
05/11/2008: Movie Review: Love*Com
05/08/2008: Novel review: An Infamous Army
05/08/2008: Yaoi review: A Strange & Mystifying Story 1
05/08/2008: Yaoi review: Endless Rain
05/08/2008: Yaoi review: The Prime Minister's Secret Diplomacy 1
05/08/2008: Yaoi Review: Don't Blame Me vol. 2
05/08/2008: Yaoi artbook: Yaoi Gothic
05/08/2008: Yaoi Review: Don't Blame Me vol. 1
05/08/2008: Yaoi Review: Love Circumstances
05/07/2008: Yaoi Review: Red
05/06/2008: Manga review: Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 2
05/06/2008: Yaoi Review: Bond(z)
05/05/2008: Yaoi review: Happiness Recommended
05/02/2008: Yaoi Review: The First Stage of Love
05/02/2008: Yaoi review: Sugar Milk
05/02/2008: Novel review: Black Sheep
05/01/2008: Yaoi Review: Loving Gaze
04/30/2008: Yaoi Review: Love Recipe 2
04/30/2008: Yaoi review: Melted Love
04/27/2008: Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 4
04/27/2008: Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 3
04/26/2008: Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 2
04/26/2008: Yaoi review: I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless
04/26/2008: Yaoi Review: King of Debt
04/26/2008: Yaoi Review: Thirsty for Love
04/26/2008: Novel review: Be With You
04/26/2008: Yaoi review: Prince Charming 3
04/19/2008: Yaoi review: Camera Camera Camera (volume 2)
04/19/2008: Yaoi review: Camera Camera Camera (volume 1)
04/19/2008: Yaoi revew: Stolen Hearts
04/16/2008: eBook review: Bite
04/06/2008: Con Report: Sakura-Con 2008
04/06/2008: Yaoi review: Glass Sky
04/04/2008: More Sakuracon 2008 tease
04/02/2008: Sakuracon 2008 teaser
04/02/2008: Yaoi review: Prince Charming 2
04/02/2008: Yaoi review: Laugh Under the Sun
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03/31/2008: Industry news: Speed Racer at DMP
03/30/2008: Yaoi review: Sugar Milk
03/30/2008: Yaoi review: Hot Steamy Glasses
03/29/2008: Sakuracon 2008 teaser
03/24/2008: Yaoi review: Necratoholic
03/24/2008: Manga review: Antique Bakery, Volume 1
03/24/2008: Yaoi review: Don't Say Any More, Darling
03/19/2008: Industry news: June announces five new yaoi novels for Fall 2008
03/07/2008: Yaoi review: Selfish Mr. Mermaid
02/28/2008: Industry news: Mind over Manga tour - sell your manga in Japan!
02/24/2008: Manga review: Enchanter, Vol. 6
02/23/2008: Interview with William Lidwell, Founder of WOWIO ebooks
02/12/2008: Graphic novel review: Lower Regions
02/08/2008: eBook review: Billy and Bear
02/08/2008: eBook review: Bringo Springs
02/08/2008: eBook review: Cut Bait
02/01/2008: eBook review: Bringo Springs
02/01/2008: Novel review: Body Language
02/01/2008: Novel Review: Don't Worry Mama
01/27/2008: Yaoi review: All Nippon Air Line: Paradise at 30,000 Feet
01/17/2008: Yaoi review: Love Share
01/11/2008: Yaoi review: Crushing Love
01/11/2008: Yaoi review: Cute Beast
01/11/2008: Yaoi review: Invisible Boy, volume 2
01/09/2008: Review: Shazam! The Monster Society of Evil
01/07/2008: Movie review: Death Note 1
01/06/2008: Yaoi review: Words of Devotion, volume 2
01/05/2008: Graphic novel: Essex County: Ghost Stories
01/05/2008: Comic review: The Spirit, #1-6 Hardback
12/30/2007: Comics review: Heroes, Volume 1
12/28/2007: Graphic novel review: The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen: Black
Dossier
12/28/2007: Yaoi novel: Ai no Kusabi
12/25/2007: Comic review: Wonder Woman: Love and Murder
12/23/2007: Manga review: Heroes Are Extinct! Vol. 2
12/15/2007: Film review: Hula Girls
12/11/2007: Yaoi review: Prince Charming, volume 1
12/09/2007: Book review: The Last Days of Krypton
12/09/2007: Comics review: Heroes, Volume One
12/09/2007: Manga review: Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 1
12/08/2007: e-Book review: Cabin Fever
12/08/2007: Movie review: Death Note
12/03/2007: Film review: Ping Pong
11/25/2007: Manga review: Garden Dreams
11/20/2007: Manga reivew: Enchanter, Vol. 5
11/11/2007: Yaoi review: Star
11/03/2007: Yaoi review: Constellations in my Palm
10/29/2007: An Interview with Douggary Grant of SiliCon 2007
10/22/2007: Book review: The Other Boleyn Girl
10/07/2007: Book review: Battle Royale (Novel)
09/29/2007: Yaoi review: Manic Love
09/26/2007: Industry news: Byron: Mad, Bad, and Dangerous TPB hits the streets
09/26/2007: Book review: Pop Japan Travel: Essential Otaku Guide
09/26/2007: Industry news: VIZ Licenses Death Note Anime to Adult Swim
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

J LHLS Archives

09/26/2007: Book Review: Hero
09/25/2007: Yaoi review: L'Etoile Solitare
09/16/2007: Kumoricon 2007
09/14/2007: Revessay: The Body and The Screen review (of sorts)
09/04/2007: Manga review: Heroes Are Extinct, Vol. 1
08/19/2007: Manga review: Witchblade Takeru Manga, Vol. 1
08/18/2007: Manga review: Lover's Flat
08/06/2007: Jessica please send me your email address
07/19/2007: Book review: The Boleyn Inheritance
07/06/2007: Music review: GAME: Game & Anime Music Emotions
07/02/2007: Manga review: Dragon Drive, Vol. 2
07/01/2007: Anime Expo 2007: July 1, 2007
07/01/2007: Satoru Kannagi Interview
07/01/2007: Comic review: Feeble Attempts
06/30/2007: Anime Expo 2007: Saturday, June 30, 2007
06/23/2007: e-Book review: Talking About Fungus
06/12/2007: Comic review: Super F*ckers #4
06/11/2007: Anime Expo Promo
06/10/2007: American Elf, Book Two
06/09/2007: Industry news: Byron hits the big time
06/06/2007: Book review: Discreet Young Gentleman
06/05/2007: Movie review: Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds
06/05/2007: Comics review: Runaways, Vol 3
06/05/2007: Book review: The Undercover Economist
05/22/2007: Movie review: Densha Otoko (Train Man)
05/20/2007: Book review: Red River
05/17/2007: Book review: Scarlett Rules
05/17/2007: Book review: Lost Layson
05/15/2007: Manga review: Enchanter, Vol. 4
05/13/2007: Manga review: Moon and Sandals, Volume 1
05/11/2007: Manga review: Wagamama Kitchen
05/09/2007: Manga review: Fake Fur
05/07/2007: Manga review: Flower of Life, Volume 2
05/06/2007: Manga reviews: Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Vol. 3 & 4
04/30/2007: Anime review: Black Lagoon
04/30/2007: Short story review: The Hustler Prince
04/28/2007: Short story review: Dark Submission
04/21/2007: Con Report: Sakuracon 2007
04/17/2007: Comics news: Pibgorn update
04/15/2007: Yaoi review: Ichigenme, Volume 1
04/15/2007: Yaoi review: Sky Over My Spectacles
04/12/2007: Manga review: The Day I Become a Butterfly
04/07/2007: Book review: Windbrothers
03/30/2007: e-Book review: Drawing Closer
03/25/2007: Manga review: Death Note, Vol. 10
03/25/2007: Manga review; Loveholic, Volume 1
03/23/2007: Manga review: Alcohol, Shirt & Kiss
03/17/2007: Manga review: J-Boy by Biblos, Volume 1
03/13/2007: e-Book review: First Steps
03/12/2007: Manga review: Enchanter, Vol. 3
03/08/2007: Industry: Interview with Hikaru Sasahara, CEO of Digital Manga, Inc.
02/19/2007: Anime review: InuYasha Vol. 48 and Vol. 49
02/14/2007: Manga review: Rin! volume 2
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02/13/2007: Manga review: Flower of Life, Volume 1
02/09/2007: e-Book review: Snow
02/04/2007: e-Book review: Riding Heartbreak Road
02/04/2007: e-Book revew: Personal Leave
01/28/2007: Anime review: Bleach 01
01/24/2007: e-Book review: Eternal Darkness
01/14/2007: Manga reviews: Buso Renkin Vol. 1 and Law of Ueki Vol. 3
01/09/2007: Book review: Rurouni Kenshin: Voyage to the Moon World
01/06/2007: Manga review: Time Lag
01/06/2007: Manga review: Kissing
01/06/2007: Manga review: Hero Heel, vol 1
12/31/2006: Podcast: Phantom Power Comics Podcast #5
12/23/2006: e-book review: Everyday Spectres: The Collectors
12/23/2006: Manga review: R.O.D.: Read or Die, Vol. 2
12/14/2006: Anime Review: Trinity Blood: Chapter 2
12/13/2006: E-book review: Eternal Darkness
12/10/2006: Manga review: Ranma 1/2 Volume 36 Review
12/10/2006: Book Review: Julius Winsome: A Novel
12/03/2006: Anime review: Trinity Blood: Chapter 1
12/03/2006: Book reveiw: May Bird: Among the Stars
12/02/2006: Comic review: Dr. DeBunko
11/30/2006: Manga review: Project X Seven Eleven
11/29/2006: VIZ releases BLEACH on DVD
11/29/2006: Anime review: Maison Ikkoku Vol. 5 Review
11/27/2006: Manga review: Project X Datsun Fairlady Z
11/24/2006: Women Comics Podcasters Grant 2006 Winner
11/24/2006: Book review: Dr. Sketchy's Official Rainy Day Colouring Book
11/18/2006: Comic anthology review: BAAU Down, Vol. 5
11/16/2006: Graphic story review: Tales of Woodsman Pete
11/16/2006: Book review: José Guadalupe Posada: 150 Years
11/15/2006: Book Review: Going Down In La-La Land
11/14/2006: Industry news: Karl Christian and Byron comics hit the Big Time
11/09/2006: e-Book review: Freighter Flights
11/05/2006: Sakura Taisen
10/30/2006: Book review: Only the Ring Finger Knows, vol 3
10/29/2006: Comic review: The Homeless Channel
10/29/2006: Interview with Toko Kawai
10/28/2006: Manga reviews: Princess Princess and The Day of Revolution
10/26/2006: Industry news: 801 Media Inc.
10/24/2006: Book review: Cold Sleep
10/24/2006: Manga Review: Close the Last Door
10/24/2006: Manga review: Rin!
10/24/2006: Book review: The Man Who Doesn't Take Off His Clothes, vol. 1
10/24/2006: Book review: Don't Worry Mama
10/23/2006: Book Review: Resurrection
10/22/2006: Book review: Dying For It
10/22/2006: Anime review: Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 2
10/17/2006: Comic review: Gen 13, No. 1
10/15/2006: Book and Manga review: Socrates in Love
10/14/2006: Book review: An Agreement Among Gentlemen
10/08/2006: Industry news: June Manga at the Frankfurt Book Fair
10/07/2006: Press release: Von Allan to appear at the 11th annual Small Press Expo
10/03/2006: Book review: American Dream
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09/29/2006: Revessay: Unqueering the Deal
09/27/2006: Book review: House Beautiful
09/25/2006: Graphic novel review: The Lump
09/22/2006: Anime review:Space Pirate Captain Herlock: The Endless Odyssey, vol 2
09/19/2006: DVD: The Conrad Boys
09/11/2006: Kumoricon 2006
09/10/2006: Book Review: Puro Muerto
09/07/2006: DVD review: She's the Man
09/02/2006: Book review: Here Comes The Sun, The Spiritual and Musical Journey of
George Harrison
08/21/2006: Book Review: Inheritance
08/21/2006: Book Review: Abundance: A Novel of Marie Antoinette
08/20/2006: Graphic novel review: The Clouds Above
08/16/2006: Book Review: The Meaning of Night: A Confession
08/13/2006: Manga review: Enchanter, Vol. 1
08/13/2006: Book Review:The Archangels of Dreamland
08/11/2006: Graphic novel review: They Found the Car
08/08/2006: Book review: I am not myself these days
08/04/2006: Anime review: Captain Herlock: Endless Odyssey Vol. 1
08/03/2006: Graphic novel review: Pussey!
08/03/2006: Interview with Makoto Tateno
08/02/2006: Book Review: The Black Tattoo
07/25/2006: Comic book review: Insomnia 2
07/23/2006: Women Comics Podcasters Grant
07/19/2006: Book Review: The Mistmantle Chronicles, Book Two: Urchin and the
Heartstone
07/17/2006: Book Review: Endymion Spring
07/16/2006: Graphic novel review: Babel 2
07/15/2006: Revessay: Fullmetal Alchemist -The Conqueror of Shambala
07/11/2006: Manga review: Clan of the Nakagamis
07/04/2006: Book review: The Left Hand Dreams of Him
07/03/2006: Interview with Izumi Kawachi, creator of "Enchanter"
07/02/2006: Book Review: Virgin Earth
07/01/2006: Anime review: Elemental Gelade, Vol. 1 (DVD)
06/28/2006: Anime review: Arcadia of My Youth
06/28/2006: Local news: Enchanter book signing in Orange
06/27/2006: Anime review: Kamichu, Vol. 1 (DVD)
06/27/2006: News: WOMEN WEBCOMICKER GRANT NAN
06/24/2006: Anime review: Gun X Sword, Vol. 1 (DVD)
06/22/2006: Book review: Zorro
06/21/2006: Video review: Para Para Max: The Moves 101
06/21/2006: Anime review: Starship Operators, Vol. 3 Truth (DVD)
06/19/2006: Gallery Review: Communication/Consumption
06/19/2006: Childrens' Book Review: The Cricket Winter
06/15/2006: Rocky Vol. 1: The Big Payback
06/13/2006: Manga review: MBQ Volmue 2 - Big Bro
06/11/2006: Manga Review: Monster
06/10/2006: Graphic novel review: The Ticking
06/07/2006: Nonfiction manga review: Project X Cup Noodle
06/06/2006: Industry news: VIZ Sweeps the Bookscan Top Ten
06/06/2006: Graphic anthology: MOME, Vol. 3
06/04/2006: Graphic novel review: Coffee and Donuts
06/01/2006: Comic review: The Surrogates
05/29/2006: Comic review: Will You Still Love Me If I Wet The Bed?
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05/29/2006: Comic review: Cry Yourself to Sleep
05/25/2006: Graphic novel review: Castle Waiting
05/25/2006: Comic review: Super F*ckers #2
05/24/2006: Comic review: Every Girl Is The End Of The World For Me
05/23/2006: Comics anthology: Mome, Fall 2005
05/22/2006: Manga review: Cafe Kichijouji de, Vols. 1-3
05/22/2006: Essay: 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale
05/15/2006: Graphic non-fiction review: TSUNAMI! True Travel Tales of South East Asia
05/15/2006: Anime review: Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 1
05/07/2006: Anime review: The Law of Ueki, Vol. 1 (DVD)
05/07/2006: Graphic travel book review: Baraka And Black Magic In Morocco
05/07/2006: Book Review - If Only They Could Talk: The Miracles of Spring Farm
05/03/2006: Manga review: Chibi Vampire, Vol. 1
05/02/2006: Manga review: Fullmetal Alchemist, Vol. 5
04/30/2006: Comic collection review: Late Bloomer
04/27/2006: Local News: 3/7/11: A LINCOLN HEIGHTS TALE
04/26/2006: Industry news: Toonami Jetstream Announced
04/25/2006: Book review: A Hunger Like No Other
04/19/2006: Comic review: Conversation #2
04/16/2006: Manga review: Dr. Slump, Vol. 5
04/16/2006: Industry news: Only the Ring Finger Knows novels and other DMP news
04/16/2006: Manga review: I"s, Vol. 5
04/13/2006: Gallery Comic Review: Stars, Crosses & Stripes
04/09/2006: Graphic Novel Review: The Wood Boy/The Burning Man
04/08/2006: Anime review: Hikaru no Go, Vol. 1 (DVD)
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: Lake Anita
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: More Minimalist Fiction
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: French For Dancers
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: Mara and the Dragon
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: The Ring
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow
04/03/2006: Interview with Noboru Ishiguro
04/02/2006: Con report: Sakuracon 2006
04/01/2006: Interview with Michael Gluck
03/28/2006: Anime review: Starship Operators, Vol. 2 - "Memories" (DVD)
03/27/2006: Comic review: Innocents #1
03/26/2006: Book review: Deep, Dark and Dangerous
03/19/2006: Wizard World LA 2006
03/19/2006: Anime review: Doki Doki High School, Vol 1
03/19/2006: Anime review: Kimagure Orange Road, Vol 1, 2 and 3
03/19/2006: Anime review: Bottle Fairy 1
03/17/2006: Comic review: Grenuord 1
03/12/2006: Anime review: DearS, Vol. 3 (DVD)
03/08/2006: Comic review: Insomnia 1
03/07/2006: Manga review: Kaze Hikaru, Vol. 1
03/06/2006: Comic review: Raisin Pie 4
03/02/2006: Book review: Star Trek Crosswords. Book 4
03/01/2006: Anime review: Bottle Fairy, Vol 2
02/28/2006: Anime review: Appleseed SE
02/26/2006: Book review: Odds'R, The Odds on Everything Book
02/25/2006: Princess Ninja Scroll Tenka Muso
02/20/2006: Geneon Launches Video Podcast
02/19/2006: Graphic novel: baobab, Vol. 1
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02/15/2006: Anime review: Viewtiful Joe Vol. 1
02/11/2006: Book review: Hark! An 87th Precinct Mystery
02/09/2006: Update on Only the Ring Finger Knows novel
02/07/2006: Graphic novel review: The Freebooters
02/04/2006: Movie review: Brokeback Mountain
01/30/2006: Gallery review: DON'T TALK ABOUT RELIGION OR POLITICS
01/27/2006: Anime review: Starship Operators, Vol. 1 Revolution
01/25/2006: Graphic Novel Review: Owly: Flying Lessons
01/16/2006: Book Review: The Siren Queen
01/10/2006: Book review: Take Me
01/09/2006: Anime Review: Fafner - (V.3) Human Force
12/29/2005: Book review: Alternate Beauty
12/25/2005: Book review: Green River, Running Red
12/23/2005: Book review: Love and Honor
12/15/2005: Anime review: Jubei-chan 2: The Counterattack of Siberia Yagyu, Vol. 3
Revelation (DVD)
12/11/2005: Manga review: Death Note, Vol. 1 and Vol. 2
12/06/2005: Anime review: Mermaid Forest, Vol. 3
12/05/2005: Movie review: Aeon Flux
11/30/2005: Comic review: Submarine File
11/29/2005: Graphic Novel review: Mad Night
11/20/2005: Book review: Why do Men Have Nipples?
11/19/2005: Book review: The Light Invisible
11/16/2005: Book review: FullMetal Alchemist Volume 1: The Land of Sand
11/13/2005: Anime review: Gankutsuou: The Count of Monte Cristo
11/13/2005: Manga review: Rurouni Kenshin, Vol 17 and 18
11/13/2005: Anime reviews: Samurai Champloo, Vol. 2 and 3
11/13/2005: Manga review: Blame! Vol 1.
11/13/2005: Ani-manga review: Howl's Moving Castle
11/13/2005: Anime reveiw: GhostTalker's DayDream
11/12/2005: Anime review: Tenjho Tenge Round Three
11/10/2005: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 8
11/10/2005: The Noble Nature
11/10/2005: My Mother Hated Gardening
11/10/2005: Autres Forsytes, Autres Mores
11/10/2005: Poser Nation
11/10/2005: Tearing Down the House of Morrison
11/10/2005: An Interview with Phil Jimenez
11/06/2005: Book review: One Little Sin
11/03/2005: Graphic novel review: Spiral-Bound: Top Secret Summer
11/03/2005: Con essay: Yaoi-Con of my Middle Age
11/01/2005: Book review: Alien Rock
10/31/2005: Anime review: Fafner, Vol. 2 Ultimate Sacrifice
10/30/2005: Book review: Ghost In The Shell 2: Innocence After The Long Goodbye
10/30/2005: Anime review: Mermaid Forest, Vol. 2 "Bitter Flesh"
10/26/2005: Revessay: Arcadia of my Middle Age
10/25/2005: Graphic novel review: Beg the Question
10/23/2005: Book review: Only with a Highlander
10/23/2005: Comic review: Angry Youth Comix #9
10/22/2005: Comic anthology review: Blab! 16
10/16/2005: Manga review: Kanpai! Vol 1
10/16/2005: Book review: The Man Burns Tonight
10/16/2005: Local News: Hurricane Relief Musical Benefit
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10/08/2005: Book review: The Next Mrs. Blackthorn
10/04/2005: Book review: The NYC Cab Driver's Book of Dirty Jokes
10/04/2005: Le Portrait de Petite Cossette - DVD Review
10/04/2005: Anime review: DearS
10/02/2005: Burne Hogarth at Art Center
09/30/2005: Interview with Ian of Bay Area Artists United (BAAU)
09/29/2005: Anime review: Tenjho Tenge, Round 02
09/27/2005: Manga review: Dolls 4
09/26/2005: Manga review: Honey Mustard, vol 1
09/26/2005: Manga review: Kamichama Karin, vol 1
09/26/2005: Manga review: War on Flesh, vol 1
09/25/2005: Anime review: Project ARMS, 2nd Chapter, Vol 5
09/25/2005: Manga review: Rizelmine
09/25/2005: Graphic novel review: Indigo Animal vol 1 and 2
09/23/2005: Anime review: Jubei-Chan 2: The Counter Attack of Siberia Yagyu - (V.2)
Vendetta
09/20/2005: Comics review: Angst Boy 5 and 6
09/18/2005: Star Trek: Vanguard: Harbinger
09/17/2005: Graphic novel review: Tricked
09/16/2005: Anime review: Girls Bravo 2
09/14/2005: Manga review: IGWP, vol 1 and 2
09/11/2005: Manga review: Bambi and her Pink Gun
09/10/2005: Anime review: Swords of an Honorable Ruler, Inuyasha Movie 3
09/10/2005: Manga review: Ecole du Ciel, Vol. 1
09/08/2005: Kumoricon 2005
09/05/2005: Anime review: Only You, Urusei Yatsura: Movie 1
09/05/2005: Anime review: Oh My Goddess!, vol. 1
09/04/2005: Comic review: The Gimoles, vol. 1
09/02/2005: Manga review: Scrapped Princess, vol 1
09/02/2005: Perfume review: Ave Maria Gratia Plena
09/02/2005: Manga review: Rurouni Kenshin Vol. 15
08/28/2005: Manga Review: Bizenghast, vol. 1
08/27/2005: An Interview with Rue Harrison, creator of Indigo Animal
08/25/2005: Manga review: Hikaru no Go, vol 4
08/24/2005: Anime review: Koi Kaze
08/23/2005: Manga anthology review: BAAU Down 4
08/19/2005: Manga review: Girls Bravo, vol 1
08/19/2005: Manga review: Beck, vol 1
08/19/2005: Manga review: Blame, vol 1
08/15/2005: Anime review: Daphne in the Brilliant Blue, Vol 3
08/15/2005: Anime review: New Getter Robo, vol. 3
08/14/2005: Manga review: Worst, vol 2 and 3
08/14/2005: Book review: His Dark Desires
08/14/2005: Comic review: Lions, Tigers and Bears (Issue 4)
08/13/2005: Reviewers wanted
08/12/2005: Perfume review: Escential Lotions and Oils Perfumes
08/12/2005: Manga review: Chrono Code, vol. 1
08/12/2005: Manga review: MBQ, vol. 1
08/10/2005: Book review: Happiness Sold Separately
08/08/2005: J LHLS Reviewer News
08/07/2005: Manga review: I"s, vol 1 and 2
08/07/2005: Perfume review: Selected BPAL scents
08/07/2005: Perfume review: BPAL's Two, Five and Seven
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08/07/2005: Adult comic review: Sticky 3
08/07/2005: Adult comic review: Sticky 2
07/31/2005: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 7
07/31/2005: My Oily Life
07/31/2005: J LHLS 7: Slash Writing: Variations on a Theme
07/31/2005: My Left Ear: An Inspiring Story
07/31/2005: J LHLS 7: Menina e Moça: A neglected masterpiece
07/31/2005: J LHLS 7: John Drake-Moore Art Book
07/31/2005: An Interview with Mike Nelson
07/31/2005: Manga review: Dolls 3
07/29/2005: Manga review: Beet, The Vandel Buster, Vol 5
07/29/2005: Anime review: Vampire Princess Miyu, vol 1 and 2
07/25/2005: Comic review: Robot
07/25/2005: Book review: The Pirate Coast
07/25/2005: Book review: Marriage Most Scandalous
07/21/2005: Manga review: Antique Bakery
07/21/2005: Podcasts 4 and 5 at I Read Comics
07/21/2005: Yaoi review: Yellow, Volume 1
07/21/2005: Yaoi review: Kizuna, Volume 1. The Bonds of Love
07/21/2005: Yaoi review: Selfish Love, Volume 1
07/20/2005: Comic review: Agent 44 Art Digest
07/20/2005: Comic review: Daisy Kutter - The Last Train
07/20/2005: Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio - J. Michael Walker
07/20/2005: An Interview with J. Michael Walker
07/19/2005: An Interview with Molly Crabapple
07/18/2005: Perfume review: Selected Wonderland Scents
07/18/2005: Book review: Ghost Wars
07/18/2005: Book review: The Never-Ending Battle
07/09/2005: Comic review: Mosquito
07/08/2005: Book review: My Wicked Highlander
07/06/2005: Perfume review: Black Rose
07/04/2005: Perfume review: Nocturne
07/04/2005: An interview with Range Murata
07/02/2005: I read comics podcast number 3
07/01/2005: "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels update
06/30/2005: CD review: Hotchpotch
06/26/2005: Manga review: Heat Guy J, Vol. 1
06/25/2005: Perfume review: Les Fleurs du Mal
06/25/2005: Manga review: Sakura Taisen, Vol. 1
06/23/2005: DC Comics Press Release: Mad Magazine vs. the Chicago Tribune
06/23/2005: Another incredible podcast at I Read Comics
06/20/2005: Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio - Leo Limón and Robert Delgado
06/20/2005: Interview with Leo Limón
06/19/2005: Book review: Hoax
06/18/2005: Book review: The Killing Kind
06/18/2005: Book review: Outlaws, Rebels, Freethinkers & Pirates: Essays on Cartoons and Cartoonists
06/18/2005: Trek book review: Spirit Walk 2
06/17/2005: Adult Comic review: Ménage à Trois, Number 1
06/17/2005: Book review: The Black Swan
06/15/2005: Comic review: Putting Another Dark Cloud in the Sky
06/15/2005: Book review: Sympathy for the Devil
06/14/2005: Reviewer news: Lene Taylor
06/14/2005: New Poetry Magazine in LA
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06/13/2005: An Interview with Roberto Delgado
06/11/2005: Manga review: iD_ENTITY 1
06/11/2005: Manga review: Visitor 1
06/10/2005: Reviewer news: Betsy Phillips
06/08/2005: Perfume review: 3 Organics from Escential Oils and Lotions
06/08/2005: Book review: Are You There Alone? The Unspeakable Crime of Andrea
Yates
06/06/2005: Comics review: Lions, Tigers, and Bears 1-3
06/05/2005: Comics journalism review: Palestine
06/04/2005: Manga commentary: Only The Ring Finger Knows
06/01/2005: Our Gardening Editor struts her stuff
05/31/2005: Book review: Snakes and Earrings
05/30/2005: Perfume review: "Portland Rain" and "Dream" from Escential Oils and Lotions
05/30/2005: Manga review: Arcana 1
05/30/2005: Michael Wingo Paintngs
05/30/2005: Stages at Ave 50 Studio
05/21/2005: Trek book review: Hollow Men
05/21/2005: Manga review: Jing: King of Bandits, 4
05/21/2005: Comic review: Witchblade
05/21/2005: Comic review: Hunter/Killer 1
05/20/2005: Trek Book Review: Engines of Destiny
05/20/2005: Comic review: Kiss and Tell, 6 and 7
05/17/2005: Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio - De la Sota and Montoya
05/16/2005: Comic review: Miniature Sulk
05/15/2005: DVD review: "Initial D 11" and "Street Fury: Envy"
05/12/2005: Book review: Stickleback
05/12/2005: Book review: Salmon Doubts
05/12/2005: Reviewer news
05/12/2005: Pocket Books Press Release: What Happens to Star Trek Now?
05/09/2005: Book review: Cold Case Squad
05/09/2005: Book review: Breaking the Time Barrier: The Race to Build the First Time
Machine
05/09/2005: Book review: Star Pet
05/08/2005: Manga review: Dolls 2
05/07/2005: Comics review: Escalator
05/07/2005: Graphic journalism review: Safe Area Gorazde
05/07/2005: An Interview with Raoul De la Sota
04/26/2005: Manga review: Legendz, Vol 1
04/25/2005: Book review: Time Traders
04/23/2005: Manga review: RG Veda, Vol. 1
04/23/2005: Manga review: Heaven Above Heaven, Vol. 1
04/22/2005: Book review: The Plot Against America
04/21/2005: Comic review: Owly: Just a Little Blue
04/19/2005: Owly on Free Comic Book Day May 17 2005
04/16/2005: An Interview with Phil Jimenez
04/12/2005: Manga review: Van Von Hunter
04/12/2005: Comics review: Temptation
04/12/2005: Book review: The Diva's Guide to Selling Your Soul
04/11/2005: Book review: The Comics Go To Hell
04/11/2005: Trek book review: Ex Machina
04/11/2005: Comic review: Lullaby, vol 1
04/07/2005: Manga review: Full Metal Alchemist, vol 1
04/07/2005: Manga review: Sokora Refugees
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04/07/2005: Ani-Manga review: Ghost in the Shell: Innocence
04/07/2005: Book review: On the Border
04/06/2005: Petition for "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels (Eeeek! Go sign! Please!)
04/02/2005: Adult Comic Review: Sticky #1
04/02/2005: Book Review: There and Back Again
03/31/2005: Book review: Louder Than Bombs
03/31/2005: Comics review: The Shining Knight 1 and The Guardian 1 (Seven Soldiers)
03/31/2005: Manga review: Banana Fish, Vol 6
03/31/2005: Trek book review: Captain's Blood (paperback edition)
03/30/2005: Book Review: Wicked
03/28/2005: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 6
03/28/2005: The Jane Austen Tour
03/28/2005: J LHLS 6: My Nostril Hair
03/28/2005: J LHLS 6: Erotica, Utopia and Judicial Proceedings
03/28/2005: J LHLS 6: Krazy and Ignatz 1933-1934: Necromancy by the Blue Bean Bush
03/28/2005: The Coming of the Age of Iron
03/28/2005: J LHLS 6: An Interview with Jon Carroll
03/27/2005: Manga review: Warcraft
03/27/2005: Manga review: In Dream World
03/27/2005: Anime review: Ranma 1/2, Season Seven
03/27/2005: Anime review: Inu Yasha, Season One
03/27/2005: Graphic novel review: The Incal
03/27/2005: Graphic novel review: Goodbye Chunky Rice
03/27/2005: Trek book review: I.K.S. Gorkon -- Book 3 Enemy Territory
03/24/2005: Book review: Shadow of the Lion
03/20/2005: Manga review: Dr. Slump, Vol. 1
03/17/2005: Adult Comic review: Ménage à Trois, Number 6
03/13/2005: Comic review: Ex Machina: The First Hundred Days
03/13/2005: Mini comic review: Family Reunion
03/13/2005: Indy comic review: Vice
03/13/2005: Yaoi review: Desire
03/06/2005: Comic review: The Mystery of Wolverine Woo-Bait
03/06/2005: Giant Top Shelf Sale!
03/03/2005: Trek book review: The Hand of Kahless
03/02/2005: Trek Book reivew: Duty, Honor, Redemption
03/02/2005: Art book review: Underbelly
03/01/2005: Issue 7 Reminder
02/28/2005: Book review: Silent Scars of Healing Hands
02/27/2005: Graphic novel review: Creature Tech
02/26/2005: Manners and Means
02/22/2005: Book review: Wodehouse: A Life
02/21/2005: Blasphemy
02/20/2005: Comics review: Hutch Owen: Unmarketable
02/20/2005: Comic review: Holy Moly
02/19/2005: Manga review: IWGP - Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Issue 2
02/18/2005: Digital Manga News
02/14/2005: Manga review: IWGP - Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Issue 1
02/14/2005: Manga review: Rurouni Kenshin, No. 11
02/13/2005: Anime review: Flame of Recca, No. 2
02/09/2005: Book review: Hanging out with the Dream King
02/09/2005: Comic review: Black Panther, No. 1
02/08/2005: Manga review: Mermaid Saga, No. 4
02/07/2005: Anime review: Boys Over Flowers, vol. 9
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02/06/2005: Trek book review: To Reign in Hell
02/06/2005: Book review: Mr. Darcy
02/05/2005: Play review: Fiddler on the Roof
02/04/2005: Book review: The Martian War
02/03/2005: Manga review: Rurouni Kenshin, vol. 10
01/31/2005: Manga Review: Boys Over Flowers, vol 7 and 8
01/30/2005: Manga Review: Shaman King 5
01/29/2005: Anime Review: Inuyasha, Vol 26
01/24/2005: Manga review: Wild Com.
01/23/2005: Graphic novel review: Flight, volume 1
01/22/2005: Trek book review: Stone and Anvil
01/18/2005: Trek book review: Wildfire
01/16/2005: Comics review: Krazy and Ignatz 1933-1934: Necromancy by the Blue Bean
Bush
01/16/2005: Trek book review: After the Fall
01/13/2005: Panel of webcomics non-experts review: Alien Loves Predator
01/11/2005: Book review: Turn the Other Chick
01/11/2005: Trek book review: A Time for War, A Time for Peace
01/04/2005: D.C. Comic Press Release: Will Eisner is dead at 87
01/03/2005: Manga review: Phoenix, vol 2
01/02/2005: Subway Series
01/02/2005: The Incredibles
01/01/2005: Trek book review: Maker
12/28/2004: Trek book review: A Time to Heal
12/22/2004: Book review: An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire
12/17/2004: Manga review: Vagabond, No. 17
12/17/2004: Magazine Review: Mad Magazine "20 Dumbest of 2004" issue No. 449
January 2005
12/14/2004: Manga review: Sensual Phrase Vol. 5
12/12/2004: Manga Review: Beet, The Vandel Buster, Vol. 2
12/06/2004: Trek Biography: DeForest Kelly "From Sawdust to Stardust"
12/06/2004: Manga reviews: "From Far Away," Revolutionary Girl Utena" and "Princess
Mermaid"
12/02/2004: Trek book review: Spirit Walk - Old Wounds, Book One
11/29/2004: Graphic Novel review: Less Than Heroes
11/27/2004: Graphic Novel review: Owly
11/22/2004: Resident Evil: Genesis
11/21/2004: Manga Review: Worst (No. 1)
11/21/2004: Manga Review: Dolls
11/20/2004: Anime DVD Review: Flame of Recca, Vol. 1: A Ninja's Test (Episodes 1-4)
11/19/2004: Book Review: Dark Thirst
11/16/2004: Comic Review: Bighead
11/14/2004: Shonen-Ai review: Only the Ring Finger Knows
11/13/2004: Book review: When A Fan Hits the Shit
11/13/2004: Yaoi manga review: Passion, vol 1
11/09/2004: Comic review: "American Elf"
11/09/2004: Comic review: "Conversations #1"
11/09/2004: Interview: Esad Ribic
10/31/2004: Book Review: The Mirror of Love
10/23/2004: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 5
10/23/2004: J LHLS 4: Cicadas
10/23/2004: Between a Man and a Woman
10/23/2004: J LHLS 4: Mr. Clean Magic Eraser is the shit
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10/23/2004: New York City News
10/23/2004: Coming Out
10/23/2004: J LHLS 4: Paper Freaks in the Digital Age
10/23/2004: An Interview with David Allen
10/20/2004: Issue 6 in March 2005
10/20/2004: Book Review: The Expanse
10/07/2004: Book Review: Secrets and Confidences
10/04/2004: Book Review: The Bush Junta
10/02/2004: Book Review: Shockwave
09/30/2004: Book Review: My Life
09/30/2004: Toy Review: Edwin Morose of Teddy Scares Redux
09/27/2004: Book Review: America (The Book)
09/27/2004: Book Review: Exterminators
09/25/2004: Trek book review: Tales of the Dominion War
09/24/2004: Book reveiw: House of Reeds
09/23/2004: Movie review: Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow
09/21/2004: Trek book review: Stargazer-Enigma
09/21/2004: SpecWar - Special Warfare
09/21/2004: The Collected Gothic Nights: A Tale of Scarlet Passion
09/21/2004: Comic review: Gone South
09/21/2004: Berserker: The Wild Hunt #1 (of 4)
09/21/2004: Star Trek - Book 7 - A Time To Kill
09/19/2004: Pin-Up Review: Amazon Lea
09/18/2004: Stryke Force Vol 2, #1
09/18/2004: Outfoxed and Uncovered
09/15/2004: Reviewer news: Lene Taylor
09/10/2004: Book Review: Dragon Precinct
09/10/2004: Book Review: Hot and Sweaty Rex
09/10/2004: Book Review: The Immortals
09/06/2004: Between The Cracks -All Miracles Have a Price
09/03/2004: Star Trek Book 1 - A Time to Be Born
09/03/2004: Star Trek - Book 6 - A Time To Hate
09/02/2004: Book Review: "Things That Never Were"
09/01/2004: Star Trek - Book 4 - A Time To Harvest
08/31/2004: Review: Captain's Blood
08/28/2004: Film review: Hero
08/28/2004: Same Difference and Other Stories
08/27/2004: Comic review: "Fade From Grace"
08/26/2004: Graphic Novel Review: Carnet de Voyage
08/20/2004: Book Review: Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief
08/20/2004: WANTED - Death Row Edition #1
08/20/2004: Indy Comic Review: Bikini Automatic
08/19/2004: Comic review: Silly Daddy by Joe Chiappetta
08/16/2004: Ruule: Kiss and Tell
08/16/2004: TEX! domain
08/16/2004: An interview with the founder of Wizard Entertainment
08/15/2004: Hurricane Charley by Kathy LaFollett
08/14/2004: Trek book review: Imaginings
08/13/2004: Comic review: The Darkness/The Incredible Hulk #1 review
08/11/2004: Book review: "Something Rotten"
08/10/2004: Trek book review: A Time to Love
08/07/2004: Comic review: Brownsville OGN Preview
08/07/2004: Trek book review: "The Worlds of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine"
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08/03/2004: Marvel review: Loki #1
08/03/2004: Comic review: Avengers 500
08/01/2004: Book review: "Forever Barbie"
08/01/2004: Book review: Post Office
08/01/2004: Comics review: Specwar
07/31/2004: Comic review: Sleeping Beauty #1
07/31/2004: Comics review: "Prince Valiant"
07/26/2004: Comic con 2004 swag
07/23/2004: Book review: "Deficiency"
07/23/2004: Book review: "Wither's Legacy"
07/21/2004: Marvel Age Spider-Man #5
07/18/2004: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 4
07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: A Brief History of Punjabi Poetry
07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: Moonlighting
07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: Zen and Zoom
07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: The Doctor Will See You
07/18/2004: Sermitorial
07/18/2004: I was Stalked on Amazon.com
07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: An Interview with Keith Knight
07/14/2004: Graphic novel review: "Canvas"
07/12/2004: Issue 4 will soon be up
07/12/2004: Book review: The Classic Pin Up Art of Jack Cole
07/10/2004: Book review: "The Great Comic Book Heroes"
07/10/2004: Graphic novel review: Y, the Last Man
07/03/2004: Me and Edith Head
07/03/2004: Trek book review: Strange New Worlds
06/30/2004: Comics review: ElfQuest - The Searcher and the Sword
06/30/2004: Trek book review: A Time to Sow
06/29/2004: Bukowski: Born into This
06/27/2004: Book review: "The Bubble of American Supremacy"
06/20/2004: "Devil in the Design" review
06/18/2004: Star Trek Book 2 - A Time to Die
06/16/2004: Pibgorn reruns!
06/16/2004: Graphic Novel Review: "It's a Bird"
06/16/2004: Book Review: "One-Car Caravan"
06/16/2004: A Trek Back - "Broken Bow" review
06/14/2004: Comic review: "Van Helsing's Night Off"
06/13/2004: The meaning of "The Meaning of Sports" review
06/12/2004: Eats, Shoots & Leaves
06/12/2004: Captain's Peril
06/12/2004: William Benson (? - 2004)
06/09/2004: Shrek 2
06/06/2004: "When We Were Very Maakies" review
06/06/2004: "A Day Without A Mexican" review
06/06/2004: "House of Bush, House of Saud" review
06/02/2004: "Buzzboy, The World's Most Upbeat Superhero!"
06/01/2004: We must start our revolution at once!
05/31/2004: Trek book review: Last Roundup
05/31/2004: Graphic Novel Review: "Y, The Last Man"
05/29/2004: Mortal Evidence
05/29/2004: Book review: "Wordcraft"
05/27/2004: Comic Review: True Porn
05/25/2004: Marvel Comic review: Excalibur #1
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

J LHLS Archives

05/23/2004: Graphic Novel Review of "Cats Don't Exist"
05/20/2004: Book Review: The Confusion
05/20/2004: Trek book review: "Catalyst of Sorrows"
05/14/2004: Graphic novel review: Tell Me Something
05/13/2004: "B.A.B.E. FORCE" review
05/09/2004: A "Van Hesling" review of sorts
05/07/2004: Graphic Novel Review of "Kabuki: Metamorphosis"
05/03/2004: Review: Winning Modern Wars
05/03/2004: Wasted Minds
05/03/2004: Comics Review: Schadenfreude!
05/03/2004: Black and White
05/03/2004: Comic review: MAC AFRO
05/01/2004: Comic reveiw: Stupid Comics #2
05/01/2004: Joss Whedon's "Astonishing X-Men #1"
04/30/2004: Review: The Sketchbook Diaries, Vol. 4
04/29/2004: Artbook review: Mermaid Play
04/29/2004: Comics Review: Marvel Bits
04/28/2004: Ultimate Six
04/28/2004: Evidence of Love
04/28/2004: Star Trek DS9 Book Review: Unity
04/26/2004: Film review: Shaolin Soccer
04/23/2004: Comics review: Be A Man
04/21/2004: Comic review: She-Hulk #2
04/14/2004: Graphic novel review: Lela Dowling's "Alice"
04/09/2004: Graphic novel: No Honor
04/05/2004: Magazine review: Beckett Anime Collector
04/05/2004: Magazine review: Yu-Gi-Oh!
04/04/2004: Film Review: Hellboy
04/03/2004: "Common Grounds", Issues 1-3 by Top Cow Productions
04/02/2004: Comic review: Common Grounds Issues 1 -3 By Chris Husmann
04/01/2004: Issue 3 is up! Next essay deadline: July 1, 2004!
03/29/2004: WizardCon swag - Ruule: Ganglords of Chinatown #5
03/28/2004: Zine review: Decease
03/27/2004: Toy Review: Edwin Morose of Teddy Scares
03/21/2004: Trek Book Review: "The Case of the Colonist's Corpse" by Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella
03/21/2004: My visit to Wizard World LA 2004
03/15/2004: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 3
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Explorations in Rye: Searching for Miss Mapp
03/15/2004: A Visit with J.F. Elouardio
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Orchard Two
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Domestika
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: The Moon Asks a Tough Question
03/15/2004: Don't Panic!
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Two-Loon Blessing
03/15/2004: It's in Your Head (Part 2)
03/15/2004: These Poets
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Naked Flying Babes
03/15/2004: An Interview with Brooke McEldowney
03/12/2004: I Never Liked You
03/07/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: The Fixer
03/03/2004: More APE 2004 reviews by FanBoy Planet

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

J LHLS Archives

03/03/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Boy Trouble, No 5, 10th Anniversary
03/03/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Deadly Artisans (prelude)
03/01/2004: Benjamin Franklin and Steve Austin book reviews
02/29/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: When I Was Brave and Sour Pussy
02/28/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Wasted Minds, #9
02/27/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: The Dream Project, June 1, 2000
02/26/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Previews for City of Heroes and Macbeth
02/25/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Schadenfreude!
02/24/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: True Adult Fantasy, #2
02/24/2004: Comic review: True Travel Tales #1
02/23/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Adam and Andy
02/10/2004: Book Review: Had Enough?, by James Caraville
01/23/2004: Books for Review at J LHLS
01/10/2004: Book review: Christopher, by Allison Burnett
11/19/2003: Ontology on the go!
11/09/2003: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 2
11/09/2003: Coming of the Quake Clans: Return of the Scop?
11/09/2003: Nightfall at the Corner of Hoover and Adams
11/09/2003: Rain and Roses
11/09/2003: Unessential Ingredients
11/09/2003: Dispersed Flash Mobs: A History
11/09/2003: By the Ear of the Mule
11/09/2003: Johnny
11/09/2003: Orchard
11/09/2003: It's in Your Head (Part 1)
11/09/2003: An Interview with John Bloom
09/01/2003: Ontology on the go!
08/02/2003: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 1
08/02/2003: Rowling in Dough
08/02/2003: Coffee for the Marrieds
08/02/2003: Dual Emergence
08/02/2003: Sermitorial
08/02/2003: Haiku Reflections From a Hospital Bed
08/02/2003: What I See
08/02/2003: On First Seeing my Garden After a Month in the Hospital
08/02/2003: HIV IS CURED! Fact or Fiction?
08/02/2003: An Interview with Dan Savage
08/02/2003: The Santa Anas
07/04/2003: Welcome to the LHLS weblog
[Main Index]

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

J LHLS Archives

The Wapshott Press
J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

Ontology on the go!
Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to
J LHLS
PO Box 31513
Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513
Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

J LHLS Archives

closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

Entry - 11/14/2008: "Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz"

Talk about Ontology on the Go!
We Moved!
Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008.
Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Book
Review: Porn Nation"]

11/14/2008 Entry: "Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz"
Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7
Review by I-hsiu Lin
"It's unbearable this time of the year."
Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of
summer. Words don't come as easily which presents a problem being that he is a
writer with deadlines. But the heat is a reminder of him.
Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago. More like they slept together
and that was it. No phone call. No romance. There was no love in the actions. Two
years later, Nakahara shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of seduction.
Just one kiss and Abe gave into the younger man's motions. "Let me stay here for
awhile." Just the mere presence of him allows Abe to write easier. The words flow from
his pen like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his closed up heart...maybe they
will change as well. Become lighter and flow like a waltz.
'Flow like a waltz' is too vague of a statement. Untrue for the time being since in the
second chapter, Nakahara runs into a wall as he seeks to close the distance between
them as lovers. He cleans up after Abe, makes sure he eats properly and sleeps well,
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but their thoughts are still apart from each other. Then, an ex-lover of Nakahara
appears. The distance that separates their thoughts are as far apart as ever. Some
things just need to be conveyed in words.
After the main story, there followed five short oneshots. Everything took on a subdued
tone with aesthetic descriptions. Not to say they were flowery or overdone, the theme
and feel of the stories is just comparably softer then other BL titles that I have read.
The first oneshot was "Good Sky Sunny Day" which describes the blossoming romance
of two athletes, Minori and Yoshizaki. Minori needed to take Yoshizaki's picture. He
ended up with a bad shot and had to do it again with their second meeting pulling them
a bit closer together. In "Cowardly Hand", Masashi says, 'Let's go out' to his friend Kei.
Upon seeing his shocked expressed, Masashi withdrew his hands and throws off the
statement as a joke. Three years later, Masashi tries again. In "Goodbye Winter Days",
Rin decides to break if off with his lover, Keisuke, traveling all the way to the beach to
do so. However, Keisuke interjects.... Like the main story, there is emphasis on the
time or season these events occur. With Abe, it was the heat of summer. With
"Goodbye Winter Days", the setting was a cold, wintery beach. The story of the
athletes drew upon the outside with the last words being 'beneath the high blue sky.'
These themes framed the stories in a gentler tone. They also concentrated on the
thoughts of the characters rather then just actions. Morinaga in "Take My Hand" has a
'love phobia'...or perhaps a phobia for girls. After walking in on first year, Yokoi making
out with a girl in the reference room, he can’t help but think of him. The second time he
sees Yokoi, he is in the room alone and Yokoi approaches him. "What Should I Do
With This Love?" asks the question of Uno who fell for his senior at work, Kurokawa.
Uno wants to work hard to impress Kurokawa, yet, he needs to rely on him in order to
do well. Perhaps that's what Kurokawa wants. Even though the point of view is on only
one of the characters, thoughts of the 'other' are revealed through their words. And it's
more then them just saying 'I like you.' Kei agrees in "Cowardly Hand" that he too
shared in the delay of his budding romance with Masashi.
The stories are simple but not boring. As mentioned before, the pace is a bit slow then
other BL romance titles, but fits the atmosphere of the stories. The graphic level of
each story is a bit different: sometimes all they do is kiss and others, they consummate
their love on the page. Light humor is scattered about in just a right amount since
except for one or two oneshots, it really isn't a romantic comedy. And it isn't manga
filled with angst either.
The art and feel of the book is similar to "Desire" by Maki Kazumi and Yukine Honami
so if you like that manga, you'll probably enjoy this one as well. The book closes with
another oneshot that features the "Barefoot Waltz" couple and ends their story sweetly.
Something to read that can draw you in, but not to deeply or seriously and enjoyable
just the same.
For another comprehensive review, please check out Khris' entry on the manga.
Search entries:
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Lincoln Heights Literary Society - Women Comics Podcasters Grant

J LHLS is pleased to present the winner of the 2006 Women
Comics Podcasters Grant:
Jenni Moody of the Phantom Power Comics Podcast
Please give her a listen. She's got fascinating things to say in a
great voice with excellent production values.
November 2006

WCP Resources: Leaving this information here just in case it's useful to someone
someday.
J LHLS is offering this grant because the webspace to host mp3 files - which are
usually over 15MB each - is the one economic obstacle* to doing a podcast.
Here are some free resources for setting up and running your comics podcast:
For Windows
No Nags Software
Has open source audio editing and other software with no ads or spyware (they say)
Clean Software
Has open source audio editing and other software with no ads or spyware (they say)
CoffeeCup Free FTP
You'll need a way to upload files to your hosting site
For Mac
WireTap Pro
http://www.liheliso.com/wcp/[4/27/2019 2:25:59 PM]
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Audio recording software; costs $19, but you can use the trial version forever
Garage Band
Comes with your Mac. Learn to use it for recording and editing
OneButton FTP
You'll need a way to upload files to your hosting site
For everybody
Wordpress.com
Good place to set-up your podcast blog
Blogger.com
The "in" place to set-up you podcast blog
YouSendIt
Website for sending files up to 100MB
Pando
Software for sending files up to 100MB or larger
FileLodge.com
Offers 500MB of storage and unlimited bandwidth.
Skype
For phone interviews (better for Macs, but works pretty well on PCs)
Gizmo
For phone interviews - comes with a built-in recording function (better for Windows)
Apple iTunes Technical Specs
You'll need to know this stuff to get your show listed in iTunes (looks scarier than it is)
*J LHLS realizes that there are equipment requirements for podcasting - computers,
headsets, microphones, etc. - that we can do nothing about other than make certain
recommendations for products we've been pleased with:
CyberAccoustics Headset Model AC-850
Logitech USB Desktop Microphone
Logitech USB Headset 250
Notes:
J LHLS would like to thank the fabulous Molly Kiely for our Women Comics Podcasters
graphic. For more Molly and more fun than you can shake a barrel of monkeys at
please visit www.MollyKiely.com.
July 23, 2006: WCP grant announcement at J LHLS M and E.
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"Ontology on the go!"
The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and
Ephemeron. Reviews, interviews, and whatnot.
J LHLS Issue Archive: Issue 9; Issue 8; Issue 7; Issue 6; Issue 5; Issue 4; Issue
3; Issue 2; Issue 1
Well, we can start telling gay men that they don't exist in an alternate moral universe,
where anything that a gay man wants to do in the sack, however self- or otherdestructive, is his right. An Interview with Dan Savage
I'm a lifelong journalist. I think everyone is immoral. An Interview with John Bloom
I'm just white-knuckling it with the muse. An Interview with Brooke McEldowney
The biggest danger facing the U.S. right now is ignorance. Ignorance and apathy. This
administration is screwing this country over for years and years to come and so many
people have the attitude that it is treasonous to disagree with our government's shadyassed behavior. It's absurd. People are slowly waking up, though. An Interview with
Keith Knight
Because balancing a laptop in the bathroom is tricky. Seriously, people still like the feel
and smell of a book. It doesn't need batteries, cables, and you never get spammed.
Also, there is a big difference between a comic at 72 dpi and a printed page at 600 dpi.
An Interview with David Allen
"Anyone who has kids knows the answer: It's nature. Nurture isn't even in second
place. Parents can of course have a negative impact, in obvious ways, but everything
else is cellular. My daughters are amazing adults and I love them without reserve, but
that's not because of anything I did. Oh, wait, I made sure they listened to lots of Van
Morrison." An interview with Jon Carroll, San Francisco Chronicle columnist
"Well, it's both nature and nurture. I can't believe that God would create Larry King all
on His own." An Interview with Mike Nelson
"My super-heroes were Amazons -- Wonder Woman and Troia -- because of what
they represented to me. Wonder Woman wanted more than anything else in the world
for human beings to peacefully coexist with each other. I can think of no greater
sentiment than that, and that's why she's my hero. An Interview with Phil Jimenez
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Editorial Board, Editorial Policy and Submission Guidelines
Editor in Chief - Ginger Mayerson
Editor Cache - Laurel Sutton
Art and Architecture Editor - Robin Austin
Business and Economics Editor - Ellen Bauerle
Culture and Fashion Editor
Gardening Editor - Lynn Loper
Music and Dance Editor
Poetry and Fiction Editor
Politics Editor - James L. Capozzola
Religion Editor - Jane Seaton
Science and Technology Editor
Guest Editor(s)
Contributing Editors: Chad Denton; Tom Good; Jessica Groper; Kathy
LaFollett; Jane Melander; Richard Mellott: Betsy Phillips; Kathryn L.
Ramage; Sarah Rasher: Kelly S. Taylor; Lene Taylor; Ida Vega-Landow.
or other donation options. Thank you.
This site is hosted by
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Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7
Review by I-hsiu Lin
"It's unbearable this time of the year."
Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of
summer. Words don't come as easily which presents a problem being that he is a
writer with deadlines. But the heat is a reminder of him.
Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago. More like they slept together
and that was it. No phone call. No romance. There was no love in the actions. Two
years later, Nakahara shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of seduction.
Just one kiss and Abe gave into the younger man's motions. "Let me stay here for
awhile." Just the mere presence of him allows Abe to write easier. The words flow from
his pen like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his closed up heart...maybe they
will change as well. Become lighter and flow like a waltz.
'Flow like a waltz' is too vague of a statement. Untrue for the time being since in the
second chapter, Nakahara runs into a wall as he seeks to close the distance between
them as lovers. He cleans up after Abe, makes sure he eats properly and sleeps well,
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but their thoughts are still apart from each other. Then, an ex-lover of Nakahara
appears. The distance that separates their thoughts are as far apart as ever. Some
things just need to be conveyed in words.
After the main story, there followed five short oneshots. Everything took on a subdued
tone with aesthetic descriptions. Not to say they were flowery or overdone, the theme
and feel of the stories is just comparably softer then other BL titles that I have read.
The first oneshot was "Good Sky Sunny Day" which describes the blossoming romance
of two athletes, Minori and Yoshizaki. Minori needed to take Yoshizaki's picture. He
ended up with a bad shot and had to do it again with their second meeting pulling them
a bit closer together. In "Cowardly Hand", Masashi says, 'Let's go out' to his friend Kei.
Upon seeing his shocked expressed, Masashi withdrew his hands and throws off the
statement as a joke. Three years later, Masashi tries again. In "Goodbye Winter Days",
Rin decides to break if off with his lover, Keisuke, traveling all the way to the beach to
do so. However, Keisuke interjects.... Like the main story, there is emphasis on the
time or season these events occur. With Abe, it was the heat of summer. With
"Goodbye Winter Days", the setting was a cold, wintery beach. The story of the
athletes drew upon the outside with the last words being 'beneath the high blue sky.'
These themes framed the stories in a gentler tone. They also concentrated on the
thoughts of the characters rather then just actions. Morinaga in "Take My Hand" has a
'love phobia'...or perhaps a phobia for girls. After walking in on first year, Yokoi making
out with a girl in the reference room, he can’t help but think of him. The second time he
sees Yokoi, he is in the room alone and Yokoi approaches him. "What Should I Do
With This Love?" asks the question of Uno who fell for his senior at work, Kurokawa.
Uno wants to work hard to impress Kurokawa, yet, he needs to rely on him in order to
do well. Perhaps that's what Kurokawa wants. Even though the point of view is on only
one of the characters, thoughts of the 'other' are revealed through their words. And it's
more then them just saying 'I like you.' Kei agrees in "Cowardly Hand" that he too
shared in the delay of his budding romance with Masashi.
The stories are simple but not boring. As mentioned before, the pace is a bit slow then
other BL romance titles, but fits the atmosphere of the stories. The graphic level of
each story is a bit different: sometimes all they do is kiss and others, they consummate
their love on the page. Light humor is scattered about in just a right amount since
except for one or two oneshots, it really isn't a romantic comedy. And it isn't manga
filled with angst either.
The art and feel of the book is similar to "Desire" by Maki Kazumi and Yukine Honami
so if you like that manga, you'll probably enjoy this one as well. The book closes with
another oneshot that features the "Barefoot Waltz" couple and ends their story sweetly.
Something to read that can draw you in, but not to deeply or seriously and enjoyable
just the same.
For another comprehensive review, please check out Khris' entry on the manga.
Search entries:
Search
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FreshMen
Story and Art: Yuuya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934496464
ISBN-13: 978-1934496466
Review by Kris
College. For some strange reason new college freshmen seem to
think that all that college entails is hot babes, frat parties, and
drinking to the point of memory loss. In the case of Takayuki
Saito that is his thinking. Not only does he want to party but he
also wants to fall in love. At the school entrance ceremony he
sees the perfect chance. The reason Saito chose his particular department and major
because most of the students are totally cute girls. Saito arrives at the entrance with
one heck of a hangover because of the massive party held at the dorms the previous
night. His bad luck seems to continue. He was hoping to sit next to one of the hot
babes, but ends up next one of the few guys in the department, Hitoshi Sato. Because
of the large amount of alcohol Saito had consumed the night before, he ends up
passing out in Sato's arms.
Because of this incident Saito and Sato quickly become friends. We learn that Sato is
actually a sophomore but missed his own entrance ceremony. Sato is also really quite
serious and works his tail off in every aspect of life. He has a huge school load, he
works part time, and has a hard time saying no when people ask him to do things.
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When culture fest arrives Sato takes charge. When the festivities are over, the stress
seems to have gotten to him. After getting drunk he jumps off the top of a building.
Having a broken arm and some bumps, scrapes, and bruises, Saito decides on his
own that he will take care of Sato. It seems that Saito has fallen in love, but not with a
gorgeous girl. He seems to have fallen for Sato.
After FreshMen there are a few short Chomaru tales. Chomaru is a character Yuuya
created and published as a doujinshi. Not having much of a background on these
characters the stories seem to be a disjointed and uninteresting. But I do have a desire
to check out more from the Chomaru universe.
FreshMen was a refreshing read for me. After reading all of the angsty yaoi I've been
reading lately a humorous read was just what I needed to cleanse the palate.
FreshMen didn't have much angst at all, which is great when you need something
fresh. I found myself laughing out loud at Saito's antics. Yuuya-sensei's art is truly
beautiful. Not only that it was great in the style of the art but Yuuya-sensei played with
the yaoi formula a bit. Usually the smaller, lighter-haired character is the uke and the
taller, darker-haired is the seme. In this manga Saito (the smaller, lighter hair
character) is the seme and Sato (the taller, darker-haired character) is the uke. The
Chomaru tales follow the usual yaoi formula.
Deux Press has done a good job again with the translation and look. There were a few
spots where the original Japanese had been removed but it hadn't been cleaned up
properly and there were white spots in obvious places (at least obvious to be). Also this
time around the cover wasn't scored and so I have an unsightly crease. I'm probably
the only person on earth who worries about stuff like this. But other than these two
issues (again, at least to me) it was a fairly enjoyable read.
I recommend FreshMen for those who are looking for something a little different with
some humor and some really amazing art. Don't let the few minor missteps with the
printing deter you.
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A Gentleman's Kiss
Story and Art: Shinri Fuwa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-582-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-582-7
Review by Kris
I've decided that I really dig BL Yakuza stories. Maybe it's
because my mother has been obsessed with the Mafia and I
grew up with The Godfather and other mob movies. I seem to
be drawn to the Yakuza in the same way.
Homura Yasobe and Touji Karasuma are back in the final installment of A
Gentleman's Kiss. The second volume kicks off with Kyoya Kuramoto, former host
at Homura's club, basically stalking Homura. It seems that he has fallen for his former
boss. Since the stalking doesn't seem to be making any progress, he goes about using
the blackmail approach. Kyoya knows about Homura and Touji's affair. To shut him up
Homura agrees to go out with him. But his mind is always focused on Touji.
While all of this is going on Touji is preparing himself and those around him for his
succession to the head of the group. It's decided that Touji will soon become engaged
to the daughter Tanno, the leader of Homura's faction. When Homura gets wind of this
engagement, he is beside himself. Even though they've kept their relationship on the
down low, Homura can't help but be hurt. To try and help Homura heal Kyoya steps in
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to fill in the hole. Having an illicit affair with a rival gang leader sure is tough!
If you are reading this thinking "What?" feel free to read my review of A
Gentleman's Kiss vol. 1. Juné made a very wise licensing choice with this series.
Shinri Fuwa-sensei's art is truly beautiful in black and white. All of her characters are
extremely handsome, especially Homura. You can't beat a beautiful bishonen in
glasses. The story is truly riveting. You have sex, intrigue, humor, suspense, etc. You
can't beat that! Since this a tale of men involved with organized crime much of the
story is at night. Because of that there are a lot of dark scenes which means there is a
lot of ink. With all of that ink, some of that ink rubbed off onto my fingers. I was a little
surprised because I've never had that problem with any other Juné release. It was a
little disheartening but because this is such a great story I'll ignore it.
I feel that this is a great title and series. You can't beat a story where love truly
conquers all! I suggest that you read it. Trust me, you won't be disappointed!
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YAM: Bite-Size Chunks
Story and Art: Corey Barba
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-60309-014-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-60309-014-8
Review by Kris
On the island of La Leche de la Luna lives a young boy with a
magical backpack. His name is YAM. I guess he gets his name
from the fact that his outfit makes him look like a yam, a cute yam
I should say. With his friends Marzipan Gato and May and his pet
TV they have many fun adventures. From catching bugs to keep
in jars, drinking magical potions, and dreaming of a beautiful young lady from a local
carnival, YAM and his friends have lots of fun.
These comics are wonderfully wordless, endlessly creative, and utterly adorable.
For a short collection of comics I found myself immediately enraptured by YAM and his
undying curiosity. I was drawn into his adventures from the get-go. I giggled out loud
numerous times. You don't have to be a kid to enjoy this collection. Since they are
wordless you can have youngsters who are just learning to read check this out. The art
is so fun, it feels like you really are tagging along with YAM while he zips through the
sky going from adventure to adventure.
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Pull up a chair, grab a fizzy soda, and a big ol' hunk of bubble gum because you are
heading back to your childhood. The fun part of childhood!
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Vampire's Portrait
Story and Art: Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-590-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-590-2
Review by Kris
Lou is a young painter. On one cold day a handsome stranger
approaches him. This mysterious stranger offers to be his patron.
He asks Lou to paint his portrait. Sein is a composer. This
intrigues Lou because his grandfather, who raised him, played
the piano. There seems to be something a little off with Sein. He's very unsociable.
Nothing Lou paints seems to satisfy Sein. After a small row Sein accidentally cuts
Lou's hand and Sein's true nature is revealed. Sein is a vampire.
Lou comes to find himself somewhat attracted to Sein. He's resolved to paint a portrait
that Sein will approve of. But a man named Adam comes into the picture. It seems that
Sein and Adam have a contract. Sein gets to feed off Adam and Adam gets musical
scores. Sein had fed off Lou the day before and wasn't as hungry when Adam had
arrived. After Adam left in a huff Sein wanted a little more of Lou's blood. A little
strange since he'd just vomited up a large amount of blood. We find out that Sein had
fallen in love with Lou's grandfather, Claude, many years ago. It seems that Lou and
Claude's blood taste similar.
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One day Lou arrives at Sein's manor, but Sein is nowhere to be found. It seems that
Sein wants Lou to be looked after by Adam. Unable to figure out what's going on, Lou
just goes with it. The story begins to get more complicated from here.
Initially I didn't have much desire to read Vampire's Portrait. I wasn't terribly
impressed by Hiroki Kusumoto-sensei's previous release Wild Butterfly. But I've
learned that you need to judge each book by its own merits and not by previous works.
Don't get me wrong, I liked the art in Wild Butterfly but I figured Vampire's
Portrait would be more of the same. I got the copy a few days before Halloween so I
decided to read it to help me get into the Halloween spirit. I was so happy to find out
how great of a book this is. The story was engaging and interesting. The art was
beautiful. It's a two volume series so you get a cliffhanger ending. I'm not a huge fan of
vampire stories, yet at every turn Juné and DMP have been publishing amazing
vampire titles. I have been thoroughly impressed. There isn't a lot of BL sex action in
this volume but the man attraction is definitely there. This volume has an M-rating,
which I assume is for the blood not the sex. There is A LOT of blood and some
violence.
I would have to say that my favorite part of the book is the two four-panel comics on
the page with the author's Afterword. It plays on BL theme of the story and is really
quite hilarious. Seeing how this is a very serious manga the humor was a breath of
fresh air. Check out this title, it is definitely worthy of your time.
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Wild Butterfly
Story and art by Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705623
ISBN-13: 9781569705629
Review by Jilly Gee
If I were to give Wild Butterfly a quantitative score, it would be
very low. The stories are amazing, the art is beautiful and
detailed, and there are even color pages. It does not, however, fit
the boys love genre. Oh, there is one brief story that features a
male on male couple, but that hardly changes the feel the graphic novel and justifies
dumping it into the Juné line. There are a couple of other stories with a slashy feeling,
but if an affectionate and close relationship was enough to brand a story as BL, then
half of the Shounen Jump series should move to BE X BOY.
"Wild Butterfly", namesake of the book and the first story, starts with a hint of the
tragedy to come as the color pages show a tired-looking, dark-haired man with his
students, silently contemplating the past. Oliver, a young, dark-haired man who longs
to join in the war his country is in the middle of, but unable to because of a bad leg, is
assigned as a teaching assistant to Sir Michael von Straum Liedelhart. Michael,
despite being a military man who has led many men to victory, or perhaps because of
it, only wants to see peace in the world and teaches the children so. The two develop
a close friendship, Oliver slowly changing the way he sees the world.
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"Senyoden ~Legend of the Demon World~" is the tragic, ironic story of the emperor's
oracle, executed for simply telling the truth. An unfortunate traveler wanders into the
home of this now cursed half-demon, hoping just to get some rest and instead getting
an unwanted fortune.
In "The Strange Tale of Shiramine", a teenage boy from present time somehow
washes ashore on the island of Shiramine. There, he meets the exiled Emperor
Sutoku, or "Akihito-san" as the boy calls him. Akihito promises to send him home after
he is done with his work, but Miki is reluctant, knowing that the man will once again be
all alone once he is gone.
"Fangs" is the one story in this collection that can be considered boys love, though it is
not sweet and romantic the way that BL usually is. Wor insists that he is a vampire and
that is why Myong can smell other people's blood on him, but Myong says there is no
such thing and that Wor has other people's blood on him because he loves those other
people enough to drink their blood. Sweet and romantic in its own twisted, sick way, I
doubt it's what most people that pick up a Juné title are looking for.
"Tomuraishi ~Protector of the Dead~" is the one story that doesn't make me wallow in
depression. More like an action hero story than anything else, Ko attempts to stop an
evil force from the underworld hat is attempting to send the dead to cause chaos in the
living world. Of course, things are never easy for action heroes; the young boy who
shows him the way to the bridge connecting the two worlds also insists on coming with
him further.
Wild Butterfly is full of great human drama, the emotions for every character very
strong in the art and in their speech. The former oracle's shock at having realized what
he had just done, Akihito's wild-eyed planning and insane rambling, Wor's agonized
expression and pleading words, blood streaming from his eyes and mouth as he
insisted he wasn't lying, all made deep impressions, if also greatly disturbing ones.
Unique and emotional takes on snippets of legend and history, this collection of Hiroki
Kusumoto's tales have interesting plots and characters that require a lot of emotional
involvement, rewarding for its characterizations, but draining for the wringers they are
put through. Not something to enjoy if you were expecting BL, are squeamish about
blood and gore, or if you like stories that make you feel good.
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Sweet Regard
Story and art by Juji Fusa
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 156970564X
ISBN-13: 9781569705643
Review by Jilly Gee
Kohei only had one person that he ever cared for in his life: his
younger sister, Chieko. When she gets married and leaves the
house, he is comedically angry; when she dies in a car accident,
he is heartbroken. He is not alone, however, as he shares his
pain with with his brother-in-law, Shingo. Despite Kohei's high strung personality,
despite the fact that Shingo was the one that stole Chieko away from him, the two get
along quite well together. Shingo has an easy-going personality, able to take all of
Kohei's yelling with a smile on his face. So it is that even when Shingo confesses and
Kohei doesn't reciprocate, they still spend their time together comfortably.
Of course, it's boys love, so things don't end just like that. Shingo continues to pursue
his brother-in-law and Kohei continues to resist, but his resolve seems to be getting
thinner, to the point of breaking. He doesn't easily give in, however; after all, not only
are they both guys, but Shingo was his deceased sister's husband. The advancement
of their relationship moves at a comfortable pace, the initial shock of the confession
and then coming to terms with the confession on both sides, the delicate "will they,
won't they" dance, and finally the culmination of Kohei's doubts and his guilt all get
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equal attention in Sweet Regard. Because of this equality, the story is a rather even
mixture between comedy, drama, and romance; comedy in the form of Kohei's
interactions, drama in the form of Kohei's inner turmoil and the taboo-ness of his
relationship with his brother-in-law, and romance in the sweetness between the two of
them.
Sweet Regard, for the most part, is a tender, somewhat melancholy love story that will
sometimes make a person's throat restrict, but not so sorrowful that the tears will
actually flow. The scattered humor make the readers feel at ease at the right parts and
make what would otherwise be one big angst-fest very bearable and almost pleasant,
delaying, if not preventing, the cloud of guilt that hangs over the couple.
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Schlock Mercenary: The Tub of Happiness
Story and Art: Howard Tayler
Published by The Tayler Corporation
ISBN-13: 978-0-9779074-0-3
Review by Kris
In the 31st century Schlock, a green blobby A-morph, and his
trusty plasma cannon join Tagon's Toughs, a space mercenary
company. Here he meets with many zany adventures from a
hostile corporate take over by Andreyasn Interstellar/Intergalactic
Enterprises, to battles with deathly evil bugs and everything in between. Schlock
Mercenary is an online comic at schlockmercenary.com. Every day brings you a new
comic, a new adventure for Schlock and Tagon's Toughs.
I was given Schlock Mercenary: the Tub of Happiness by the one and only
Howard Tayler, creator of Schlock Mercenary, at Anime Banzai in Salt Lake City,
Utah. He is a local cartoonist from Orem, Utah. He is a self-taught artist and gave up a
six-figure income to become a full time cartoonist. Not only was he interesting to talk to,
I found myself enthralled by Schlock Mercenary. It looks like he has a new fan!
With the kooky cast of characters in Schlock Mercenary: the Tub of
Happiness I found myself laughing out loud on numerous occasions. From the
narrator's comments to the author's notes there is something hilarious on every page.
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There is even more enjoyment for the local crowd. From plays on words like
Intergalactic Health Care (the health care provider for Tagon's Toughs) to inside the
Mormon Beltway jokes made it that much more funny. I now have a huge desire to
read more from the Schlock Mercenary universe.
Schlock Mercenary: The Tub of Happiness is the first book (in chronological
order at least) in a long line of books featuring our favorite green A-morph and
company of bumbling mercenaries. Grab your tub of Ovalkwik, pull up a comfy seat
and make sure to keep your plasma cannon handy to take care of anyone who might
want to disturb your reading. Trust me, you'll love it (OMMMINOUS HUMMMMM)!
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Millennium Darling 2006
Story and art by Maki Naruto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569700311
ISBN-13: 9781569700310
Review by Jilly Gee
The sequel to the seven-volume Millennium Darling series
(probably more recognizable as Seikimatsu Darling and more so
for its OVA), the many couples of Millennium Darling 2006 are
already established and being put through ridiculously funny
scenarios, some of which are implausible and meant only as jokes. The title couple for
this graphic novel, Sakamoto and Sentarou, are the ones given the most attention
while all other couples have it short, sweet, and silly. Although the title couple get
more attention story-wise, they are not treated too differently, their stories also sweet
and silly.
Selfish and childish Sakamoto gets a warning from out of the blue from his frenemy,
Takasugi, that being selfish and childish will only drive Sentarou away. Sakamoto
decides that's absurd and goes to demand that Sentarou go out with him so they can
buy a DVD recorder; Sentarou, however, already has plans for the day. Unfathomable
that he could possibly have other friends or associates than himself, Sakamoto follows
him around, spazzing about the possibility that his lover could be cheating on him. The
next chapter has even more spazzing when Sakamoto's father shows up to tell him
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that he's just set up an arranged marriage for him.
After those initial chapters of Sentarou and Sakamoto goodness, there is a character
flow chart showing the love, the hate, and the children. Yes, children; all the adult
couples of Millennium Darling 2006 inexplicably and suddenly have children of their
own. Ultra cute hilarity ensues. Obviously meant to be taken even less seriously than
the rest of the graphic novel, the children inexplicably and suddenly disappear once a
more "normal" storyline starts up.
I was royally confused by all the couplings (there was even a set of what looks like
identical twins); I mean, a flow chart featuring five or so couples who all have some
kind of relationship (love, hate, familial) with everyone else on the chart can only help
so much. Still, I'm a big fan of ridiculously hilarious stuff like this and it's even better
when there are guys hot for each other in it. A comedy more than anything else, it's
like a less extreme version of Gravitation (or any of Maki Murakami's works, for that
matter). They have their tiny, lovey dovey moments, but they're nothing compared to
the hyperactive moments, character overreactions, and character underreactions. Give
up trying to understand it all and revel in its absurdity.
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We Were There vol. 1
Story and Art: Yuki Obata
Published by VIZ Media
ISBN-10: 1-4215-2018-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-2018-6
Review by Kris
Nanami Takahashi (throughout the rest of the book she's known as Nana) has just
started high school. Her goal is to be uber friendly and make lots of new friends. She
starts off with her neighbor Yuri Yamamoto, but Yamamoto doesn't seem to be too
friendly. After making a few new friends she hears the girls talking about a guy named
Motoharu Yano. He was very popular in middle school and his popularity with the
ladies seems to have transferred to high school.
Nana is a bit flighty. She went to nominate one of her new friends as the class
president and forgot her name. She stopped to ask someone in her class what her
name was. The person who she stopped happened to be Yano. He gave her the wrong
name and Nana ended up embarrassing herself in front of her classmates. From that
moment Nana and Yano's crazy relationship began.
Nana had no intention to fall for Yano, but fate loves to surprise us. After confessing to
Yano, Nana finds out that Yano had dated Yamamoto's older sister but she died in a
car accident a year ago. Yano told Nana that Nana-san (the girlfriend) was his first true
love. It looks like Nana has a lot to live up to.
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We Were There is definitely a shojo manga. We have girl likes boy, boy is dwelling
on the past, and they're all thrown into a high school setting. Manga soap operas are
always in high school, there's always a death or severe illness, and the boy that our
heroine focuses on is the one who is chased by all the girls. Despite the diatribe above
I really liked We Were There. I found Nana's enthusiasm refreshing. She trudges
along regardless of how things are going in her life. Another thing that made this
enjoyable is the art. It is in the typical shojo style with the big eyes and slight frames
drawn for the girls. You see slightly larger frames for the guys. But Yuki Obata-sensei's
art is stunning. The detail is so amazing. It is so clean and detailed and simply
beautiful. If you pick up this volume simply for the art, you won't be disappointed.
This is the first time I've picked up a VIZ Media manga. For the quality of the materials,
buying it at $ 8.99 is a steal. The paper it's printed on seems to a little bit higher quality
than that of a typical paperback book. The ink stays on the page, which is always a
plus for me. I hate having to wash my hands every five minutes because there is more
ink on my hands than on the page.
I say definitely check this title out. I'm looking forward to the upcoming volumes. What
will happen between Nana and Yano?!
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Pinky and Stinky
Story and Art: James Kochalka
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-891830-29-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-891830-29-7
Review by Kris
PIGS IN SPAAAAAAAAAACE!
For those of you who grew up in homes without televisions, or those who are just too
young, Pigs in Space was a bit on The Muppet Show. In my house The Muppet
Show was not to be missed. I even watched it while it was in syndication. Jim Henson
is looked upon like a God at my house. You're probably wondering "Why on Earth is
she bringing up The Muppet Show while reviewing a book that has nothing to do
with Jim Henson, the Muppets, etc?" Well, as you can see by the cover of Pinky and
Stinky, they truly are Pigs in Space!
Pinky and Stinky is a whimsical look at the tale of the first two pig-stronauts. Pinky
and Stinky have been chosen to be the first pigs to fly into space and travel to Pluto.
During this momentous occasion Pinky and Stinky had many obstacles to overcome.
First, they're pigs. Many humans didn't know how to respond to the fact that the
government was spending large amounts of money on a program to send pigs to Pluto.
Next they get stranded on the moon and have to deal with hostile astronauts and angry
moon inhabitants. Finally they have to try and save the Moon Princess from the
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astronauts. Oy! Who knew that being a pig-stronaut was such hard work!
This is the first work of James Kochalka that I've read. It seems he's pretty popular with
comic book fans. I found the art to be extremely endearing and you can't help but be
captivated by the story. From the first moment I found myself drawn to Stinky. He's the
true hero of the story. With his infectious optimism Stinky saves the day many times
over. I loved how his positive attitude wore Pinky down and eventually one of the evil
astronauts on the moon.
This is a book that anyone can enjoy. I even forced my mother to read it. Most of the
stuff I review I don't give her to read (yaoi is definitely not up her alley), but I knew that
she would enjoy Pinky and Stinky. There is a very positive message that
regardless of who or what you are if you have a positive outlook and work hard, you
can accomplish anything you set your mind to. This message is especially important for
those younger readers. The younger you start encouraging children, the more positive
and capable kids will grow.
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You Make My Head Spin
Story and Art: Kazuhiko Mishima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-586-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-586-5
Review by Kris
Shindou has just transferred into the roughest school in the
neighborhood. Upon arriving he meets Murai, Sugi, and their
leader Yousuke Aizawa. Yousuke looks like your average
juvenile delinquent, but looks can be deceiving. Yousuke gets
motion sickness from riding a bike and is a bit on the shy side. Shindou, on the other
hand, is very forward with his feelings and extremely confident. Wherever he goes he
always seems to be sparkling. So when Shindou confesses, seeing him so nervous
breaks down Yousuke's tough exterior.
Once Shindou and Yousuke are a hot item on campus (Shindou doesn't mind PDA,
Yousuke does) a new transfer student comes onto the scene, Yuki. Shindou and Yuki
seem to get along swimmingly. Yousuke feels threatened. You see, Yuki is what you
would assume is your typical uke. Yousuke wants to let Yuki know that Shindou is his
hot property (even though Shindou has said that he and Yuki are only friends). Yuki
freaks out. He's not gay. The only reason why he and Shindou spend so much time
together is because Yuki feels at ease with another non-delinquent student around.
Phew… but things still seem to be on a rocky course.
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There is a second story in this volume called Sensei. It is the tale of a sensei and a
student. Mimori has a beast of a teacher. He's strict and mean and doesn't even smile.
But something seems to be off with Sensei lately. After collecting the pop quiz papers
and delivering them to Sensei, Mimori finds out that Sensei has just broken up with his
boyfriend. Mimori wants to do what he can to comfort his teacher, so he offers up his
handkerchief. This causes a brief moment of surprise from Sensei. He then shows
Mimori his smile, which makes Mimori weak in the knees.
I love Kazuhiko Mishima-sensei. The art style is so unique it is immediately
recognizable. The art is very angular and square. You'd think that it could be a little off
putting, but I find it refreshing. My only complaint about the art is the cover. The eyes
seem to be a little weird and I find it kind of strange looking. If I look at it too long it
starts to make my brain freak out. The stories aren't super strong. In You Make My
Head Spin the sex comes up really quite fast and we don't seem to develop much in
the way of character. Sensei is a bit stronger even though it is the shorter of the two
stories. I think I liked it better of the two.
Juné did a great job with the look of this manga. I say that because every Juné title
comes festooned with pink band on the bottom of the cover. Usually it stands out like a
sore thumb. Yet this time around it blends in perfectly. I guess it pays to have the cover
bright pink and have multi-colored hearts behind the illustrations of the main
characters. Nice!
It is a quick read and must have for Mishima-sensei fans (I'm one now since the
release of sensei's First Stage of Love). Be sure to check it out for the awesome
art. Just so you know, be aware that the story is a little lackluster, but still enjoyable.
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Toy Box: Flogger
Edited by M. Rode
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-406-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-406-9
Review by Linda Yau
After months and months of getting overwhelm, I finally have
some time to write reviews for the remaining e-books I have. I
still do have some more reviews to complete. So, Toybox
Flogger is a collection of short stories, dealing with flogging.
There is a definition of flogging as a multi-tongue whipping tool
for a fetish, and usually featured in BDSM stories.
Double Dog Dare is by Chris Owen featuring college friends Rex and Dog. They are at
the same party, where Rex dares Dog to go to special party. Never turning down a
dare, Dog finds himself at a flogging party, where after a demonstration by the other
party goers. By the end of the party, Rex knows that he chose the right partner to
attend the evening's gathering with.
Number One by Jay Lagon was a story with the themes of master/servant. This spoke
about the desires of Number One wanting to serve his Master Ophir. He had been
jealous of the attention the others were getting, so he had planned a perfect night,
sending out Number Two and locking Number Three in his cage. However, his perfect
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night's plan is questioned by his master, who turns the table on him. Still Number One
has some answers by the end of the night of his place in his master's heart.
Testing Leather is a short story by Sean Michael features Peter and Samuel, who is
visiting Marcus for a new flogger. Of course the story gets hot and steamy with Peter
testing floggers on Samuel. This is actually a continuing story. I was pleasantly surprise
to see Marcus and Jim, who's story I reviewed earlier.
I don't mind reviewing stories like these, the stories are pretty hot, with some wishing
for them to be a bit longer. It is still interesting to see what type of erotic stories that are
out there, that covers this genre. So this anthology is for those who enjoy fluffy bite size
representations of erotica. So read an sample here if interested.
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The Lost Island of Tamarind
Written by Nadia Aguiar
Published by Feiwel & Friends
ISBN-10: 0312380291
ISBN-13: 9780312380298
Review by Jilly Gee
For a long time Maya had believed there was nothing better than
life on the open ocean, sailing from port to port on the warm trade
winds that blew across the Atlantic Ocean.
Maya used to love her life on the Pamela Jane, the boat her
family calls home. Her parents, marine biologists, would show their children things
other children could only ever imagine, such as the barnacled side of a whale, and
teach their children things other children did not learn on land, such as how to rig a
fifty-two-foot schooner. As a restless thirteen-year-old, however, Maya is not content
with this lifestyle anymore; she wants to live with Granny Pearl on stable land and go to
school with other kids her age and form friendships not limited to her nine-year-old
brother, Simon, or eight-month-old sister, Penny. When an unusual storm separates
the three children from their parents, though, Maya finds herself longing for those days
on the Pamela Jane. Mami and Papi nowhere in sight, the children leave the boat and
wander around on the strange island the Pamela Jane has come to.
The Lost Island of Tamarind is a grand children's adventure, the children's journey
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leading them through man-eating vines, jaguars, pirates, mermaids, evil monkeys, and
other such fantastical things. Forced to take on an authoritative role in the absence of
parents, Maya makes crucial decisions, sometimes good, a lot of times bad. Each of
these problems is an exciting adventure in and of itself, moving the story along at a
nice pace; the children never spend so long in one particular adventure that it drags
and the next one is always just as, if not more, exciting than the last. Even though
there are all these mini adventures, it is not exactly an "episodic" story. The children
always have the goal of finding their parents at the forefront of their minds and the
small adventures actually all stem from a larger conspiracy, the secret her parents had
been studying as marine biologists. Fantasy and scientific conspiracy? Yay!
While I did enjoy most of the characters and plots, I have a problem with Evondra, who
was an intriguing and frightening enemy, but whose backstory was so bland that she
was actually more interesting without it. I would say that her exit from the story was
bland as well, except that not only does the novel itself hint at a sequel, listings for the
book indicate that it is "volume 1", so perhaps the exit was not an exit at all. Even if it
is, that doesn't stop me from looking forward to the sequel, more of Maya's adventures,
and more about that secret project.
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Lover's Pledge
Story and Art by Kae Maruya
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-580-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-580-3
Review by I-hsiu Lin
After one night of drunkedness, Kazuto Haruna finds himself in
bed with Akihiko Takasugi. Naked. Although he didn't remember
anything of the previous night, Akihiko reminds him, "I've bought
one month of your time for 1,000,000 yen." One would think in a
boys love manga, the one month would be filled with hot, steamy guy on guy
action....but you’ll be surprised what actually goes on. Kazuto himself was unsure of
this arrangement, but soon, their time together drew certain feelings from his heart.
Student Body Vice President, Mutsuki Yuasa and popular lady-killer, Gaku Togo have
always been close friends since they were kids. They even shared a 'magic charm'
between them to cheer each other up: sweet kisses. Since middle school though,
Mutsuki discovers his feelings for Gaku during one of their cheering up sessions and
pushes Gaku away. Their friendship remains unchanged but Mutsuki's feelings grow
steadily that even President Shigeyoshi noticed. "I'm in love with you...I know you've
only got eyes for him, Yuasa." Even surprised with a confession from the president, all
Mutsuki could recall are Gaku's kisses.
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Fumiya Sugino has been living with his cousin Eiji since his parents passed away.
Being a year older, Eiji has always taken care of Fumiya amidst constant teasing.
However, being a year older also allows Eiji to teach him things. Since Fumiya decided
to start dating, Eiji took it upon himself to teach him the fine arts of kissing....
Kae Maruya's Lover's Pledge consists of three main couples. The first couple takes
on the titled story, 'Lover's Pledge' with an agreement made between a young student
and a rich businessman. The premise of the story is typical, but their relationship takes
an interesting turn. Instead of having the Kazuto and Akihiko fall into each other’s arms
immediately, Maruya actually has them ‘date’ each other for a month…before getting to
any action.
The other two stories are light with the sex, but high in the sweetness. The theme is all
about kissing. Though the subject of kissing seemed overused, the plots are well done.
It is interesting watching Mutsuki try to figure out the truth behind those moments with
Gaku…whether the kiss was all part of the ‘magic charm’ or if there was more. The
tension between them is light, but it carries enough weight to push the story along. The
same applies to Fumiya and Eiji, though it seems overdone that Fumiya only begins to
think of the older male after they kissed. Still, the stories are enjoyable and the artwork
is filled with pretty boys with flowing hair and long bangs. However, my favorite is
Maruya’s businessman look for Akihiko.
A bit of extra info, Lover’s Pledge features Maruya’s first ever sex scene. Prompted
by her editor, she gave drawing a graphic scene a try and it turned out wonderfully.
(Info featured at the end of the book.)
Another great review by Khris here.
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Tomorrow's Ulterior Motives
Story and Art: Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-559-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-559-9
Review by Kris
Makoto Aizawa and Sanari Jounouchi-sensei have been lovers
for about a year now. Makoto's performance in Jounouchisensei's play has caused there to be a growing buzz around
Makoto's acting abilities. But a new villain has appeared
Jounouchi-sensei's arch nemesis Taizou Oouchi. The two used to work for the same
Theatre Company until Oouchi-sensei struck out on his own. He now has set his sights
on Makoto.
Oouchi-sensei has written a musical based on Shakespeare's Richard III. He has cast
Makoto in a leading role, but Makoto doesn’t sing. Oouchi is referred to as the Angel of
Music and will offer singing lessons by leaving a note in your shoe locker. But he won't
teach just anyone. It seems that Oouchi-sensei wants to embarrass Jounouchi-sensei
by ruining Makoto. Jounouchi-sensei won't allow that so he takes Makoto under his
wing once again and teaches him to sing. It seems the power tug of war has just
begun.
This is one over the top series. At least Sakuya Fujii-sensei acknowledges that it is
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beyond the realm of reality and enters the world of the absurd. I mentioned in my
review for Today's Ulterior Motives I don't really like the melodramatic comedies,
but I have really enjoyed this series. I think one of the reasons why I like it is because it
revolves around the theatre. I really like Makoto. He may be your typical uke in
distress, but he isn't afraid to be vocal and opinionated. Jounouchi-sensei seems to be
head over heels in love with Makoto. This is a really enjoyable series. The art is
phenomenal, especially the cover. It is a gorgeous matte dust jacket blanketed with fall
foliage and Makoto and Jounouchi-sensei in an outdoor bath.
I would have never been introduced to this series were it not for Juné. I must
congratulate them on their wise choice. This volume is not only stunning for its dust
jacket alone. It is also very flexible while holding and reading it. You won't develop
carpal tunnel while reading this work. The quality of the materials is higher which
makes it a nice read.
I recommend this title along with the first volume. It is a fun read and is a great escape
from reality. We all need those from time to time!
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S vol. 1
Story by: Saki Aida
Art by: Chiharu Nara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-706-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-706-7
Review by Kris
Intrigue! Sex! Guns! Sex! Yakuza! Sex! Did I mention sex? Now
that I have your attention S is a four volume series by Saki Aidasensei.
Masaki Shiiba is a detective working undercover in Shinjuku's red light district. The
particular division that he is affiliated with is the intelligence gathering arm to gather
weapons. In order to find these weapons he works with an "S", or spy, that is on the
inside of the organizations that are being investigated.
Shiiba has quite the history. He had a loving older sister, a brother-in-law he admired,
and a niece or nephew on the way. He also had passed his career track exam on the
police force. Sadly, one day his sister was struck and killed by a stray bullet from a
nearby gang battle. From that day on he vowed that he would work as a detective and
confiscate every gun.
Working with an S is hard. You have to keep it on the down low that you are a
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detective and you have to reward your S with whatever they want. After the death of
his first major S Shiiba meets Munechika, a Yakuza with the influential Matsukura
Group. Shiiba and Munechika don't get along, but once Shiiba's higher ups find out that
he and Munechika know one another, the bosses insist that Shiiba recruit Munechika
as his new S. The only way that will happen though is for Shiiba to hand his body,
heart, mind, and soul to Munechika. Hmmm... What will happen?
I am generally not into the whole mystery, cat-and-mouse type stories but I found this
to be superb storytelling of the highest degree. It was gripping, heart wrenching,
intense, and sexy all in one volume. Since I've only read the first two I can say that
each volume can be seen as a stand alone tale, but it does help overall to read them
together. The illustrations were very well done and let me tell you OH MY HOLY
HEARTATTACK!!!!! The full color cover sheet is really quite explicit. I don't get too
surprised with graphic sex scenes, but it sure made me blush! If you liked Makoto
Tateno's Yellow, I'm quite sure that you will like this series. I love it and I've only read
the first two and I can't wait to see what happens in the upcoming volumes.
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S vol. 2: A Love Bite
Story by: Saki Aida
Art by: Chiharu Nara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-707-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-707-4
Review by Kris
The next volume of S is upon us.
Shiiba is an information gathering machine thanks to his S, Keigo
Munechika. Of course, the only way he's able to get this
information is by sleeping with him. Because of his successes he
is looked highly upon by his superiors, and mocked by his fellow detectives.
Shiiba's next assignment is to work with fellow officer Nagakura. Nagakura has
infiltrated the Yakuza and will be initiated into the gang soon. Because he is so deep
undercover, he won't be able to keep much contact with his S. Nagakura's S is the
lover of the leader of a huge gang in Tokyo. This gang is also trying to fend off an all
out street war. When the leader of this organization ends up dead Shiiba takes up the
case and does what he can to protect Mao, the lover and the S. Will the murder be
solved? What does Nagakura have to do with all of this?
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I know the above summary sucks but I don't want to spoil any of the story. I loved the
first novel but S vol. 2: A Love Bite I LOVED! The story had me hooked from the
first page. I actually read this volume before I read S vol. 1. I was able to keep the
story straight thanks to the brief recaps in the story. Each character this time around is
solid and interesting and Munechika shows why he's a Yakuza. You also have the
opportunity to see a different side of Shiiba. He gets sexier every time. The illustrations
are gorgeous, but the cover sheet is nothing like the last volume (excuse me while I
blush just thinking about it). So far reading this series has been well worth my time. I
am looking forward to the next two volumes to see what happens. It's so intense I don't
know if I'll be able to wait!
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S vol. 3: Split
Story by: Saki Aida
Illustrated by: Chiharu Nara
Published by June
ISBN-10: 1-56970-708-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-708-1
Review by Kris
This is one yaoi novel series that has completely captivated me
and leaves me wanting and waiting desperately for the next
installment in the series. If you are interested in my reviews for S
vol. 1 and S vol. 2: A Love Bite, feel free to click on the
links.
Masaki Shiiba is a member of the elite COC5 group in the police force. His group is
responsible for finding illegal firearms. Because they sometimes work outside the law,
they have to create trusting networks of informants or "S" (you know, spy) to gather
information from. One of Shiiba's informants is a yakuza by the name of Keigo
Munechika. Since Munechika is not hurting for money the way Shiiba gets his info from
Munechika is by using his body. But it seems as though Shiiba's feelings for
Munechika are much deeper than detective and S. He's fallen, and fallen hard, for
Munechika.
Several years ago Shiiba's sister Yukari was killed by a stray bullet from a firefight
between two opposing yakuza factions. The police hurried through the case and Shiiba
doesn't believe the story that they've fed him. Because of that life changing event
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Shiiba became an undercover cop. There seems to be new information regarding
Yukari's case that Shiiba's reporter friend dug up. Not only that, more and more guns
are being sold to people responding to a spam email. A man named Kuro has stepped
up and offers up some information regarding guns.
There's also a new yakuza boss on the scene by the name of Godou. Godou has got
money up the wazoo and police, politicians, and terrorists under his thumb. He's
determined to make his yakuza faction the strongest in Japan. He's also set his sights
on Munechika and Shiiba.
This is one of the most intense series that I have ever read. I have never been into the
crime/mystery type books, but dang, throw in yakuza, hot sweaty male sex, and of
course have it set in Tokyo, then you've got a chance of me showing interest. Honestly,
I wasn't going to read this series but then I got the review copies of the first two books.
Just call me trout, I'm hooked (sorry, that was REALLY dumb). The story is so
addictive. This book has just heaped on the intensity and now I have to wait even
longer for the next and final book. Saki Aida-sensei has created such an interesting
world with S that you can't help but be drawn in. Add in Chiharu Nara-sensei's art and
you have an amazing piece of work. I did catch one spelling error, but because the
story is so engaging I was able to overlook it. Bravo Juné for licensing this title.
This book can be as a stand-alone title, background story is provided throughout. But
to get the whole amazing story, you have to read all of them. Trust me, you won't be
missing out. This is an outstanding piece of work and you don't want to miss it.
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Dark Walker
Story by: Hikaru Yura
Illustrated by: Hirotaka Kisaragi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-615-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-615-2
Review by Kris
Tomoki Naruse has the most vivid wet dreams. Not only does he
feel amazing in his dreams, but those feelings seem to linger,
literally. Nightly he waits in a fragrant field of flowers for his lover.
He doesn't know their name. He doesn't know what they look
like. One thing he does know, this lover isn't a chick. He enjoys the sex, nonetheless.
Tomoki is a high school student. He's kind of small, but he's quite feisty. He seems to
be drawn to new student, Yuugo Oda. There is something mysterious about Yuugo. He
seems to know quite a bit about Tomoki. The two become close friends and soon the
feelings Tomoki has for Yuugo are much more complicated. It turns out that Tomoki
and Yuugo are Dark Walkers. Dark Walkers are humans born with the ability to enter
the dream realm called "The Depths of Dreams" while still aware of their
consciousness.
Tomoki is unsure of this new awareness, but with Yuugo by his side Tomoki is ready to
learn about this new ability. Tomoki is a rare breed of Dark Walker called a Barrier
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Master. Barrier Masters are very powerful and have abilities that other Dark Walkers
don't possess. They are also sought out by demons. By Tomoki wakening to his
destiny as a Dark Walker, danger is sure to follow.
Dark Walker is a book that I really enjoyed reading. I love fantasy-type stories. By
combining a fantasy world and the yaoi-iverse makes the story very intriguing to me.
According to author, Hikaru Yura-sensei, the story is based on the world created by
Hirotaka Kisaragi-sensei. The manga series is a shonen title, but Yura-sensei wanted
to create a yaoi themed fantasy within this fascinating world that Kisaragi-sensei
imagined up. Kisaragi-sensei gave the OK and even offered up his services to illustrate
the novel.
I found this to be a wholly unique story. I don't recall ever reading anything like it. It's a
little confusing and I'm pretty sure I'm going to read this story again, so I hope it'll clear
up the questions that still linger in my mind. The characters are so interesting and deep
that I still find myself dwelling on the story. There are some things that are brought up
but there isn't much in resolution. I don't know if this is a series, or if there will be any
more books written. The character named Shana, Queen of the Underworld, is
introduced, her motive for what she does is introduced, but there isn't much
development of her situation. It seems a bit out of place. With the demon Kanan
(introduced with Shana) his story is much more understandable and you can see why
he has a beef with Shana. I hope that Yura-sensei plans on continuing the story and
will flesh out these details more.
All in all, I highly recommend this novel for those who enjoy yaoi and modern fantasy. It
was an exciting and interesting read. It grabbed me immediately and held me until the
end, and I spent most of the time on the edge of my seat!
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The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict
Story by: Katsura Izumi
Illustrated by: Hinako Takanaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-614-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-614-5
Review by Kris
Toya Sakurai is content with his life. He has a beautiful fiancée
and a highly coveted job with a publishing company. He is happy
with the way his life has turned out so far. Yet, he seems to be far
more passionate than he is even aware of. He has recently been
transferred to the mysteries division, which he is ecstatic about. He specifically took the
job with the publisher who worked with famed mystery author Kai Hodaka. He has
loved reading books written by Hodaka and would love to be able to read his work
before anyone else.
Hodaka won a prestigious award and to celebrate the publisher is throwing a party in
his honor. Toya is so excited to possibly have the honor of meeting the author he has
idolized for years. After an embarrassing run in with Hodaka at the party Toya feels he
is doomed for eternity in the eyes of his hero. The next day at work he is in for a
surprise. It looks as though he made a memorable impression on Hodaka, and they are
assigning Toya to be his editor. He is known to be a bit tough on editors, but Toya is a
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professional and will do all he can to please both the company and Hodaka.
Toya didn't know what to expect from Hodaka the person. All he had to lean on in
regards to his personality was what he heard from coworkers to the tabloids. None of it
was positive, but the person he met at the party seemed to be personable and
approachable. That’s what he believed. But as time goes by he sees another side to
Hodaka and none of it is pleasant. Soon Toya is to give sexual favors just to get the
manuscript. What on Earth has he gotten himself into?
I don't know if I liked this book or not. I did find myself drawn into the story and couldn't
put it down. Whether it was out of morbid fascination or if I liked the book, I'm still trying
to figure it out. I have always struggled with the forcing yourself upon someone and
then the one being forced falling in love with the forcer. That's how it all starts. Yes,
Toya did agree to the sex out of desperation, but who bets sex in the first place. In one
way I did find it heartbreaking for Toya's fiancée. She saw that work was taking an
extreme toll him, yet he chose not to confide in her. Then he was a bit callous when he
broke it off with her. I think things could have been handled better in regards to that
part of the story. One thing I can tell you that I did like about this book is Hinako
Takanaga-sensei's art. I've only read Little Butterfly (a manga series, also
published by Juné). Little Butterfly has more of a cutesy look to it, but there's no
cutesy here. It is all very, very sexy. Although, now that I think of it, we are dealing with
adults in The Guilty and we were dealing with high school students in Little
Butterfly. Regardless, the art is very well done and it does compliment the story.
This is a series of books written by Katsura Izumi-sensei. I know of at least three, but if
there are more I couldn't tell you. I'll probably have to read it through again to make up
my mind on whether I really like this book or not, but that is part of the fun of reading.
This is probably a book that you'll have to decide on your own if you want to read it.
Because I'm still trying to decide whether I like it or not!
Search entries:
Search

The Wapshott Press
J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001069.htm[4/27/2019 2:26:48 PM]

Entry - 11/02/2008: "Yaoi Novel Review: The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict"

Ontology on the go!
Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to
J LHLS
PO Box 31513
Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513
Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001069.htm[4/27/2019 2:26:48 PM]

Entry - 10/30/2008: "Yaoi Novel Review: Passion: Forbidden Lovers"

Talk about Ontology on the Go!
We Moved!
Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008.
Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
[Previous entry: "Novel Review: Carnal Sacraments"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi
Novel Review: The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict"]

10/30/2008 Entry: "Yaoi Novel Review: Passion: Forbidden
Lovers"
Passion: Forbidden Lovers
Story by: Shinobu Gotoh
Illustrated by: Shouko Takaku
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-574-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-574-2
Review by Kris
There is a rumor floating around Hikaru Umino's high school.
Handsome teacher Mr. Shima has recently become engaged.
Hikaru has fallen in love with Shima and doesn't know what to do
with the sadness he feels after finding out this news. Posing as
fellow teacher Mr. Amamiya, Hikaru lures Shima into an empty classroom and
proceeds to rape him. Shima tries (but not too hard it seems) to get Hikaru to stop.
Shima tells Hikaru that he is not engaged to be married and that those are only
rumors. If you think the premise on raping your most beloved person is strange things
only get weirder. At school the next day Hikaru dreads seeing Shima. At least he is
feeling some remorse for his actions. Yet when he passes Shima on the stairs it seems
like nothing ever happened between them.
While Shima is trying to deal with the situation with Hikaru, Mr. Amamiya wants Shima
for himself. It turns out that Shima and Amamiya attended the same high school and
were lovers for a time. Amamiya broke it off, breaking Shima's heart. Shima has moved
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on in his life, but it seems that Amamiya hasn't. After a bizarre meeting at Shima's
house Shima, Amamiya, and Hikaru share a meal. Of course Amamiya is trying to get
back into Shima's pants, Hikaru is trying to move on but awkwardly is in the middle,
and who knows what's going on in Shima's mind. After Amamiya leaves Shima's
apartment, Shima proceeds to drag Hikaru to the bedroom for some hot, sweaty, illegal
sex (because we are dealing with a teacher and student, adult and minor, you know
against the law). Hikaru was supposed to come up with a way to atone for his misdeed.
Shima suggests they "play lovers." They will have to keep it on the down low because
of the whole teacher student thing. Hikaru is ecstatic!
Meanwhile Mr. Amamiya is not getting any response from Shima. Unable to deal with
things he approaches Ms. Morikawa, the school doctor. The two are good friends and
he looks to her for advice. She advises him to keep it unrequited for now. He can't
seem to keep it to himself so during a work mixer while all parties are a bit hammered
he assaults Shima in the men's room. Oh what a tangled web this all is.
I've never understood the writing of a novel based on a manga. I can see it the other
way, though (you know novel spawning the manga). If it was adding additional story on
top of it then that would be one thing. In the case of Passion: Forbidden Lovers it
pretty much rehashes the first two volumes of the manga. I loved the manga series, so
I will say that I enjoyed the novel as well. When dealing with novel format you are able
to get a little more information on what the characters are thinking. In the case of
Passion: Forbidden Lovers we do get a little more insight, but not much. This
novel seems to have been written around the time the second manga was published.
This is beautifully illustrated by Takaku-sensei, just like the manga series. The
storytelling is brilliant and it is everything that you have come to expect from Gotohsensei. I did like the novel, but I really loved the manga series. You can't help but
enjoy looking at handsome men on every page. Juné did a pretty good job with this
novel. I have in the past caught many spelling or grammatical errors in their novels.
This time around I don't remember seeing any. I was pretty surprised! Good job!
For an introduction to the yaoi novel format, this probably would be a good choice. If
you've read the manga series, you aren't missing anything if you don't read it. But feel
free to check it out if you'd like. Also if you are interested in the manga series you can
check out Ginger Mayerson's review of the first volume, or my reviews of volume one,
volume two, volume three, and volume four by clicking on the links.
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Carnal Sacraments
Written by Perry Brass
Published by Belhue Press
ISBN10: 1892149052
ISBN13: 9781892149053
Review by Linda Yau
Carnal Sacraments is set in a futuristic alternative universe, this
is a world that is like Orwell's 1984 meet Anderson's Feed.
Germany is the leading country of the world and Jeffrey Cooper
is a man who appears to be king of his world. Jeffrey is a
powerful businessman who has the ability to determine trends.
Similar to being a 'cool hunter,' styles are found to peak in popularity and then fall in
popularity, he determines that. As a product of the government's system though,
Jeffrey has a strict regimen of sustaining his ageless body. The only problem he
worries about is the copping of dealing with stress. It wasn't until he meets John that
Jeffrey's perfect world starts to crumble, as he enters into an identity crisis.
Jeffrey first meets John at the subway, where he was punched. Piqued, but scared,
Jeffrey meets John again, where he learns that he is a dissatisfied yet free spirited
artist, who lives on the fringes of nature and society. They become lovers, and Jeffrey
finds himself slowly falling in love with John.
However, my opinion was that love, or even the idea of homosexual love was not part
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of the book as I would imagine it would be. Sure homosexuality is illegal in Carnal
Sacraments, but characteristic similar to the decade of American 1960's, there is an
attitude for free love and anything goes. My opinion of the book being a way of Jeffrey
meeting his personal demons, or the other character's human traits dominated the
pacing of this book.
Brass has written an intelligent and imaginative novel filled with possibility, quasimetaphysics really. The possibility is the imagining of humans having an ability to work
forever with assistance from medical science. There are also many philosophical and
ethics topics, that are mentioned, such as the idea of workaholics, anarchy, hedonism,
narcissism, selfishness and greed.
I liked the book for its intellect qualities, and yet I can say that this is not a book I would
normally pick up. If I haven't been able to meet Perry Brass at the Brooklyn Book
Festival, then I would passed by this book. I would definitely recommend this book to
readers who get tired of reading erotic homosexual stories, and would like to try this
sensual book.
On a last note, I wonder which character, the cover model is representing. I cannot
figure that one out, would that be Jeffrey or John, or as an eye candy to boost sales of
this book? Certainly the cover did pull me into wanting to grab my hand on the book.
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Seti's Heart
By Kiernan Kelly
1st Torquere Press Printing January 2008
Also available as an e-book
Review by Ida Vega-Landow
Seeing how it's so close to Halloween, I thought I'd review a sexy
horror story. Looking in my e-book folder, I found a novel about a
mummy I was supposed to have reviewed back in the spring.
Oops! Since it had hibernated for so long, I thought I'd better
resurrect it, like the mummy it's about. Being familiar with
Torquere Press' usual fare, I took for granted it would be a hot,
sexy gay love story. Much to my surprise, it was a very good story as well. Good
enough to be made into a movie, if it weren't for the gay love story. Let's hope some
enlightened film producer takes a stab at it in the not too distant future.
The story begins in the distant past, 5,000 years ago in Egypt's Nile Valley, in the
camp of the Children of Setekh. Their handsome young king, Seti, a brave warrior and
a powerful sorcerer, has been driven half-mad with grief by the death of his lover
Ashai. The young man was murdered by the king's enemies, who seek to make a
weaker man king so they can divvy up the king's power amongst themselves. Calling
up the power of the desert winds, Seti destroys all his enemies and curses Setekh, the
patron god of his tribe, for aiding and abetting their treachery.
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But Setekh, also known as Set, the crocodile-headed "bad boy" of the Egyptian
pantheon, is not a god you can insult lightly. So he curses Seti in return, to five
thousand years of oblivion, a living death within a mummy's sarcophagus. To make
matters worse, Seti's heart (which the ancient Egyptians considered the center of
intelligence, rather than the brain, which was always removed and discarded) is the
only organ cut out of his still living body (instead of the more important organs like the
liver, lungs, stomach and intestines) and put into a canopic jar inside his coffin. So Seti
is doomed to a twilight existence inside his solid gold sarcophagus, until five thousand
years have passed and his heart has been reunited with his body.
Five thousand years later in New York City, in the basement of the National Museum
of Natural History (which sounds an awful lot like the Museum of Natural History here
in my fair city), a curious young graduate student named Logan Ashton, assistant to
Dr. Lincoln Perry, Curator of Relics, falls victim to an attack of overwhelming curiosity
while dusting off the huge collection of relics. Despite Dr. Perry's warning never to
open the door of a certain room, Logan finds himself compelled, like Bluebeard's wife,
to open the forbidden door, behind which is hidden the solid gold sarcophagus of King
Seti.
Once inside the secret room, Logan finds himself fascinated by the lifelike effigy of Seti
carved on the lid of the coffin, depicting the handsome warrior-king wearing nothing
but long, beaded braids, a jeweled torq around his neck and a scrolled bracelet on his
right bicep, his flaccid but impressive naughty bits also carved in realistic detail. Logan
then feels another strong compulsion to open the mummy's tomb and takes a crowbar
to the coffin lid. Once the mummy is revealed, it isn't long before Logan picks up the
pink quartz canopic jar containing Seti's heart, long since turned to dust, inscribed with
hieroglyphics that say: CURSED IS HE WHO HAS NO HEART. While examining the
jar, Logan accidentally breaks the seal, which looks like Setekh's head, and spills the
ashes of Seti's heart right on the mummy's chest. It isn't long before our boy Seti
comes busting out and is once more among the living, standing in the splendid flesh
among the ruins of his sarcophagus, staring in amazement at the green-eyed graduate
student who resembles his murdered lover Ashai.
The story goes from humorous to horrific by turns. One minute you're laughing over
Seti's "fish out of water" adjustments to the 21st Century, like when Logan is forced to
buy him a souvenir tee shirt, sweatpants and flip-flops from the museum gift shop to
cover his nakedness, explaining that "You can't run around New York in nothing but
your skin. People don't do that anymore. We're civilized now," and Seti, accustomed to
the near-nakedness common to the desert climate of Egypt, complains, "How is
covering yourself with cloth from neck to ankle when it is not needed for protection from
the elements a mark of progress?" (In case you're wondering how Seti learned to
speak English so well, remember that he spent the last five thousand years imprisoned
in a box, aware of everything around him, with nothing to do but sleep and listen to the
voices outside his box after he was discovered fifty years ago, which is how he learned
to speak our language.) When Logan takes him to a local bar for his first meal, Seti
likes the taste of hamburgers but hates Budweiser Beer, claiming that real beer is
supposed to taste "sweet and fruity." I guess that's how they brewed it way back then.
The next minute you're shivering over the description of a cold-blooded scientific plot
to steal immortality by a group of aging archeologists who discovered Seti's tomb fifty
years ago, led by an immoral millionaire, Ethan Wilder, who sounds a lot like Donald
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Trump. I pictured him in my mind as looking more like Malcolm McDowell, after I read
his physical description. But he's the most villainous villain I've ever seen between the
pages of a book, complete with amoral henchmen and his own private hit man, whom
he promptly sends after poor old Professor Perry for allowing Seti to slip through his
fingers. Then he goes after Logan, and his friends, who are hiding him and Seti. A
good friend of Logan gets killed and the young man goes after Wilder for revenge,
followed by the love-struck Seti, determined to protect his new lover from his former
lover's fate. Then the old Egyptian gods decide to stick their immortal selves into
mortal affairs. It gets pretty crowded in the pages of Kelly's book, but "All's well that
ends well," as another great immortal once wrote. The sex scenes aren't as abundant
as they usually are in a Torquere Press book, but they're well written, filled with
tenderness, passion and excitement.
To sum up, Kiernan Kelly's novel is a cut above the usual Torquere fare, just as Seti is
a cut above your usual mummy. I was pleasantly surprised to find it was a real story
with mystery, suspense, romance and royalty, just like they try to teach you to write in
every Creative Writing class from junior high to collage. I think you'll be pleasantly
surprised by Seti's Heart, too. Try and get it for Halloween, it makes a nice change from
all the werewolf and vampire stories.
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Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7
Review by Kris
Barefoot Waltz by Romuco Miike is a one-shot collection. This
is the last one-shot collection out of this round of Juné releases.
Luckily in the next round there was only one one-shot collection.
The first one-shot story Barefoot Waltz, Come Here, and Summer Cold are the longest
of the stories. Abe is an author and somewhat of a loner. At the beginning of the
summer he always feel a bit sluggish and a young man takes up his thoughts by the
name of Katsumi Nakahara. Two years ago Nakahara worked for the company that
publishes Abe's work. When Nakahara had come to pick up the manuscript they had a
night of sweaty sex. Now two years from that time Nakahara has shown up on Abe's
step unable to get sensei out of his head. It seems Nakahara fell in love with Abe and
has no where else to go.
In Good Sky Sunny Day Minori was once a track star but wound up injured. At that
point he decided to become a photographer. Minori seems to be infatuated with polevaulter Yoshizaki. Feelings may be reciprocated. With Cowardly Hand Keii and
Masashi have been friends for a while now. But when they were in school Masashi
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confessed his love to Keii. Keii was a bit freaked out. Masashi noticed that and told him
it was only a joke. Now that they're older, I'm thinking that they are harboring strong
emotions yet they are too chicken to do anything about it. We meet Rin and Keisuke in
Goodbye, Winter Days. They started a relationship but in the back of their minds both
Rin and Keisuke think that the other one is actually in love with mutual female friend of
theirs.
Take My Hand deals with a guy with a love phobia. Kyousuke has the ability to cause
girls around him to fight. It kind of scares him. When he went into the reference room to
get some materials for class. But two students were getting it on in there and it caught
him off guard. Morinaga, one of the students, seemed to be attracted to Kyousuke.
Hmm…What Should I Do With This Love is a typical yaoi office romance. Uno is
attracted to Kurokawa, one of his co-workers. He wants to improve his skills so he can
feel confident in being by Kurokawa's side. I wonder, will it work?
I think I need to take a break from yaoi one shots. In some cases when I'm one-shotted
out, if I find a truly magnificent one I'm able to over look the fact that it is a collection of
one-shots. With Barefoot Waltz, it wasn't one of them. The only thing that really
stood out for me was the beautifully drawn cover image on the dust jacket. I wasn't
disappointed in Barefoot Waltz, it just didn't have the oomph it needed to get me
excited about it. The stories were all a little too formulaic. The art in this volume is
somewhat simple looking. It's not super detailed. It has kind of an unfinished look to it.
It definitely is unique, but it doesn't really grab me. I liked it well enough but its not one
that I would have gone out of my way to purchase. Of course Juné did a wonderful job
in the presentation of the book. With the larger trim size and the full color dust jacket
makes it very pleasing to the eye.
I'm not going to say whether or not you should read Barefoot Waltz but I'm pretty
sure I probably won't read this manga as often as I read some of my other titles. If you
read it, cool. If you choose not to read it, that's cool too. You aren't missing out on
anything major.
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Kabuki vol. 1 - Flower
Story and Art: Yukari Hashida
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-592-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-592-6
Review by Kris
Death will never separate these lovers.
Kounosuke is the young master of Kiyonari Castle during the
Tenshou Era (between 1573-1592 AD – thanks to the manga for
publishing those dates). He has a young page named Kageya. During a siege the
castle had been breached and the enemy was making its way to where Kounosuke
and Kageya had retreated. Knowing that there was no option but death the two lovers
swore to one another that they would search for each other in the next life. The next
thing you know Kounosuke is lying in a modern hospital bed. He is utterly confused.
Where on earth is Kounosuke?
There was a fire at young master Kounosuke's mansion. It seems that Kageya has
gotten fatter and balder and Kounosuke is in the body of a 17-year-old. Kounosuke is
suffering from amnesia. Yet the man at his side says he's Kageya. He isn't
Kounosuke's Kageya. Since the mansion is going to have to be cleaned up and repairs
made Kageya takes him to his home. While there he meets another Kageya, Gorou
Kageya. This Kageya is younger and looks a little more like Kounosuke's Kageya, yet
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he's still quite a bit older than the current Kounosuke. Kounosuke feels that Gorou
Kageya is his. But a third Kageya comes into the picture, Shirou Kageya. Oy! That's a
lot of Kageyas. Which one is Kounosuke's Kageya?
Once the Kageya mess is straightened out (we were all hoping it was Shirou) it's time
for Kounosuke to get back to his normal routine, with one exception. Kounosuke
doesn't remember anything about his life before his accident. He just remembers the
time during the Tenshou Era. It's all very frustrating to Kounosuke. Not only can he not
remember anything but he's in high school and Shirou is an adult.
I'm sorry if I confused you with the above synopsis of Kabuki vol. 1. This is a pretty
complicated story to describe. You switch between past and present for the first two
parts of the first chapter. But it does that to establish the eternal feel of the story.
Besides anytime you have backstory it takes some time to lay it all down. When I first
started reading Kabuki I had to read the first chapter twice just to get basics of the
story down. Once I got a grasp on the whole thing it finally all made sense.
I know I've said in previous reviews that I would judge a book based on the cover (and
not be impressed by said cover) and then be pleasantly surprised when I made the
plunge (ie: Yugi Yamada, Makoto Tateno, Shiuko Kano, Hyouta Fujiyama, and
Momoko Tenzen are just a few). Yukari Hashida-sensei belongs on this list. Seeing the
cover, I wasn't terribly impressed by the art. I had no desire to read this book and was
thinking in the back of my mind that if I didn't get a review copy of Kabuki I wouldn't
be missing anything. I was also judging this book by my opinion on the cover of Waru,
another Hashida-sensei title published by Juné. Man, was I wrong in my opinions! I
may not be a fan of the cover, but the book was amazing. You'd think that this book
would be some deep philosophical read but it's actually got a great amount of humor
between those two covers. Hashida-sensei's art has a real ethereal quality to it. Her
chibi renderings are just what they are supposed to be. Also the characters are drawn
so expressively. You can tell what they are thinking just by looking at them. My only
complaint is all her semes look alike and seem to share the same hairstyle and all her
ukes look similar and have the same hairdo as well.
Because of Kabuki vol. 1 I made the venture to Waru and I now want more Yukari
Hashida available here in the states. For those diamonds in the rough, Juné sure
knows how to polish them up and present them in all their stunning glory. I love to read
amazing titles in the larger size. I love to show off amazing titles in the larger size. The
dust jacket makes it that much more beautiful. Hashida-sensei's work falls into this
category.
I look forward to the rest of the series. I know that there are currently four volumes,
and volume two comes out in December. Don’t let the cover scare you off like it did
initially for me. I was so pleasantly surprised that I'm really kicking myself now. Why did
it take me so long to cross over to Yukari Hashida-sensei's side! If you do anything
after reading this review, it better be picking up a copy of Kabuki vol. 1!
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Passionate Theory
Story and Art: Ayumi Kano
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-578-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-578-0
Review by Kris
Midori Komasawa wants to study overseas. He is passionate
about math. Midori failed to tell his best friend Arie Kanoh about
going overseas. It seems that Kanoh has deeper feelings for
Midori than just friendship. But there seems to be a rival on the
scene for Midori's feelings. Gin Hanabusa is Midori's cousin, a math teacher at Midori
and Kanoh's school, and Kanoh's former math tutor. Kanoh knows first hand how
Hanabusa feels about Midori (at least he thinks he knows). Here begins our bizarre
love triangle of math.
Midori's parents were killed in an accident when he was younger and was raised by his
aunt and uncle, Hanabusa's parents. Kanoh learned about Midori through Hanabusa.
Hanabusa would tell stories about Midori to Kanoh. Kanoh could tell how much
Hanabusa cared for his cousin. Soon Kanoh and Midori, thanks to Hanabusa, became
good friends. But the friendship is now strained. Kanoh has fallen for Midori and he has
seen how much Midori cares for Hanabusa. Kanoh decided to start pulling away from
Midori, starting with pulling out of the math electives. Both Midori and Hanabusa are
hurt. Who loves whom?
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Passionate Theory is about as exciting as proving Geometry theorems. Initially I
thought the idea of using math as part of your story was unique, but this follows the
yaoi manga formula a little too closely. We have the typical love triangle, one of the
main character's parents getting killed and being raised by aunts and uncles, falling in
love with your best friend, and the possible attraction between cousins. Ugh! I really
wanted to like Passionate Theory, but I found it to be more than somewhat
confusing. While reading the inner thoughts of the characters, you have no idea whose
mind you are reading.
The only redeeming quality to this manga is the art. Yes, Midori's eyes are unnaturally
large, but I guess that's just to show his innocence. Ayumi Kano-sensei's art is simple
but still beautiful. The characters each have distinctive looks and it is easy to tell each
of them apart. Juné also made it a beautiful product. The larger size, full color dust
jacket that actually hugs the book nicely, and higher quality paper make it a nice book.
It's also very flexible with out being too flimsy.
It's a toss up. Would I rather do Calculus or Differential Equations instead of reading
Passionate Theory? Since I'm not a huge fan of math, I'd rather read Passionate
Theory. But only for the art.
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Lake Anita
By Allison Burnett
Late one night, driving cross-country, my friend and I stopped at a campsite in Lake
Anita, Iowa. The attendant had already fallen asleep, so we drove our station wagon
slowly over the gravel drive, past the admission gate, and up a winding road to a hill
overlooking miles of low, dark countryside.
Later, when my friend was asleep, I slipped out for a walk. I was eighteen then and
deeply romantic -- about the world and about myself. Whenever I was alone at night,
walking home from a party or a late club meeting at school, I would look into the sky,
whether it was starry or shedding snow or simply black, and I would be overwhelmed
by the certainty that I was going to be famous someday, and, more important than all
the possessions my celebrity would bring me, or the comfort for my ego, it would allow
me to meet, dazzle, and marry the woman of my dreams. I couldn't see her, but I knew
she would be a superb paradox: gentle and tough, sensual and distant, wise and
impulsive -- like no one I had ever known. Walking home through summer wind or over
autumn leaves, I would do all I could to suppress the great cry of anticipation that rose
in me, like a child's hands reaching up to be carried.
That night in Lake Anita I stood on a rock ledge and gazed up at a flawless yellow
moon, and, without thinking, I unzipped my pants. Like the creative acts all egoistic
youths, my onanism that night was entirely self-conscious. I saw myself in grandiose
terms: I was a pagan at prayer, a young artist aspiring to metaphor. With the moon as
my goddess and mirror, I was christening my voyage toward a brilliant destiny. My
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friend might have woken up and surprised me -- anyone might have seen -- but I didn't
care. There was only my longing and the innocent target of the Midwestern moon.
I had rarely thought much about that night in Lake Anita until ten years later when I
was on a bus trip to Maine. I was waiting for my connection in Boston when I noticed a
young woman in line ahead of me. She caught my attention because, unlike those of
the other hundred or so distracted people around me, her brow was pushed hard into a
book. She was in her own world and content to be.
Later, on the bus, I spotted her sitting a row ahead of me, across the aisle, still reading,
and I noticed that she was lovely. Her hair swept past her soft profile in glimmering
strands that went from honey brown at the roots to yellow at the tips. Her skin was
tanned and uniformly smooth. Her eyes were narrow like a wolf's. She was sitting next
to a gum-chewing girl of about twelve -- her kid sister, I assumed -- who was flipping
lazily through a teen magazine. Unable to control my curiosity, I rose out of my chair
until I could see what the older girl was reading. When I saw, my heart stopped.
The Communist Manifesto.
Soon we pulled into the town where I was to switch buses. I lugged my suitcase into
the aisle. The older girl glanced up at me, her eyes sparkling and very blue.
"I just want to say that I admire the juxtaposition," I said. "Seventeen magazine and
Karl Marx."
Lines appeared in her cheeks and near her eyes and she broke into unrestrained
laughter. Her sister did not bother to look over.
"Why are you reading that?" I asked, touching the cover of the book. "For a class?"
She shook her head.
"For fun?"
She grinned and shrugged. "No. Just for myself."
I was barely able to contain my excitement.
Three minutes later, I stood on a cement ramp, sipping coffee, my body knotted and
perspiring. Below, in the tinted window of the bus, the girl's silhouette was visible. She
was looking out at me, seeing me see her. I turned away, angry and ashamed. She
had liked me, but I had hurried away like a coward. Why? My bus wasn't leaving for
another twenty minutes. Why hadn't I spoken to her longer? Why had I escaped?
A decade had passed since Lake Anita, but I realized that I had never really left, never
outgrown the quixotic notions about love I held when I was a teenager. I was still
aching toward the unreachable, still sustained by impossible longings, still loving my
dreams more than I do life. Of course I had escaped.
That young woman with her nose in a great book had been as beautiful to me as the
moon, as distant and as purely golden.
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Allison Burnett, a Los Angeles-based writer and film director, can be reached at
www.AllisonBurnett.com. His debut novel, "Christopher", reviewed at J LHLS, was a
finalist for the 2004 PEN Center USA Literary Award in Fiction. His second novel, "The
House Beautiful," will be published this September, by Carroll & Graf.
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Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer
By Jessica Groper
Five months after graduating from college, Andrew and I were frozen in our lives of
unemployment. Our windfall high-paying summer internships had not led to permanent
jobs as we'd hoped and the money we'd saved on the off chance that we'd be
unemployed was beginning to run out.
We were trying very hard not to give in to necessity and take minimum wage paying
jobs. We wanted to believe that the very expensive college degrees we'd gone into
severe debt for would prove to be the tickets to a higher level of job opportunities.
Every day we took turns on my laptop, searching the employment websites and emailing resumes. When one of us had an interview we'd research the company and try
to come up with original answers to the predictable questions.
In the evenings we'd eat feasts of tuna fish, saltines, instant ramen, and, as a treat,
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. We pooled all our money into one bank account
and carefully budgeted every cent. One evening, after convincing ourselves that we
could bear to continue eating the way we had been and agreeing that we'd keep all
lights in our little rented guest house turned off at night unless they were needed, we
figured out that we had enough money to pay bills and survive unemployed for two
more months
We sat at the kitchen table, Andrew and I, staring at each other. Two months isn't a
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very long time and we were already having nauseous reactions to the smell of tuna
and the texture of ramen noodles. Overwhelmed by the silence in the kitchen I stood
up and turned off the tiny light over the stove. Andrew turned in his chair to watch me.
"I could call my parents..."
"We said we wouldn't do that."
"I know."
"I could apply for the job at the video store."
"I could do that too."
"I don't want to."
"Me neither."
Too depressed to deal with the situation any more, I went to bed. Andrew followed
soon after. When we woke up in the morning we both headed straight for the
computer. We had begun to turn into laptop zombies in the passing weeks. Every day
began and ended with an e-mail check, just in case one of our job applications had
gotten a response. We didn't seem to be capable of going more than an hour without
checking in. That morning there was no e-mail waiting to rescue us. Andrew offered to
make breakfast, but my stomach turned at the thought of the inevitable menu choices
and I decided to pass.
The day was painfully uneventful. We didn't receive a single e-mail between the two of
us and there were no calls for interviews. When we'd first become unemployed a day
like this would have been like a mini vacation. We would have gone for a walk to the
nearby park, or read books, or just lazed about, enjoying the freedom to take naps in
the middle of a work day. Before money was tight we might even have gone to see a
movie at the cheap matinee prices. Now the day was just intolerable waiting and
hoping. We didn't talk much, there was nothing new to discuss. Around 5:30, after
checking our e-mail in case anyone had sent something just before leaving their office,
I sat down on the couch next to Andrew. He put his arm around me and I snuggled into
the curve of his body. Before I could say the words to the suggestion I'd been
formulating all day, a strange sound broke into our silence. It was a very loud but low
creaking sound. Almost like a rusty screen door swinging back and forth. Andrew sat
up and listened. I shook my head in confusion when he looked at me questioningly.
The sound was coming from outside and we stood up to follow it. Whatever it was, it
was persistent.
When we opened the front door we didn't see the cat immediately. We looked all
around the yard and saw nothing. Only when I looked at the ground about three feet
away did I see him. A large black cat with a smudge of white on his nose. He was
sitting up staring at us and yowling insistently. I pointed him out to Andrew.
"What does he want?"
"How should I know?"
"Maybe he's hungry."
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"Tough luck for him then. Sorry guy, we don't have any food for you."
The words were scarcely spoken when I saw that there was something behind the cat.
He was so big – at least two feet long – that his body had obscured it at first. A little
nervously I moved toward the cat to see what he was so eager to show us.
Immediately the cat jumped to the side to give me a better look. I picked up a whole cut
up chicken, still cold and plastic wrapped. One corner of the styrofoam tray it sat in was
torn up and punctured with little cat teeth sized holes. The black cat paced back and
forth, purring now instead of yowling, while Andrew and I stared at the package.
"He dragged it?"
"He couldn't have, it's too big."
"He's pretty big himself."
"Where did it come from?"
"The label doesn't say. But look, the sell-by date isn't till tomorrow."
"So, it's still good?"
"It's still cold, it must be."
"What should we do with it?"
"Well, there's no place to return it to..."
We both looked at the cat who stopped pacing, turned giant yellow eyes on us and
licked his lips.
I dipped the chicken in the small amount of Italian dressing left in a bottle on the door
of the fridge, and then put the entire thing in the oven to roast. While that cooked I
boiled up the liver and other slimy brown entrails that had been included in the
package. The cat had not come into the house, but he sat in the doorway washing
himself and occasionally looking at me expectantly. Andrew sat at the kitchen table
looking bewildered.
"How can a cat go into a market, jump into the refrigerated meat container, and pick up
a whole chicken?"
"Maybe he lives there, maybe the market people own him."
"Then why would he be stealing their food and bringing it here?"
"I have no idea."
"This is too weird Ames."
"Trust me I know."
"I mean, Amy, what are the chances that a random giant cat would come to our house
and bring us food when we most need it?"
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"Andy, what are the chances that a cat of any size would bring us food on any day?"
"This is too weird."
I spooned the cooked entrails out of the boiling water. The cat instantly started making
noises at me.
"You have to wait for it to cool, you'll burn your tongue."
He stared at me indignantly and said,
"Mrooower."
Andrew burst into laughter.
"You'd better give it to him, he looks pissed."
"Fine, it's his tongue."
I put the food in front of the cat in a little dish. He licked at it tentatively. Finally judging
for himself that it was still too hot, he nonchalantly went back to washing his face,
refusing to look up at me.
Soon the smell of the cooking chicken was making Andrew and my mouths water. The
cat was just finishing up his meal when I decided the chicken was fully cooked. Andrew
put a bowl of cool water down for the cat and then we sat down to eat. It felt magical
eating something different for the first time in months. Our temperamental oven had
somehow cooked the meat to a tender perfection, and the salad dressing flavored the
skin delicately. We didn't have the makings of any side dishes, but it didn't matter. We
both had two pieces and then carefully wrapped up the rest to enjoy tomorrow. We
were so immersed in our dinner that when we finally looked for the cat we realized he
had drunk his fill of the water and then left. We wandered around outside for a little
while making "Mrooower" sounds, but he wasn't anywhere to be found in the darkening
yard.
The next day Andrew and I both got calls for job interviews. It felt so amazing to go off
to an interview without the taste of tuna on my breath or the fear that a dried ramen
noodle might be stuck to my suit coat. I was able to be friendly and articulate without a
tremendous effort and I left the building feeling confident that I'd done well. It was a
feeling that had slowly been draining away from me leaving an empty sense of
powerlessness in the face of human resources personnel. Andrew returned home with
a similar look of renewed confidence. We feasted on the remains of the chicken,
sucking the bones clean as we had never before done in our lives. We sat outside until
sunset, hoping the cat would return, but he made no appearance.
"Maybe he was an angel."
"A cat angel?"
"An angel in cat form. A messenger from God."
"You really think God sends cats around feeding hungry college grads?"
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"Well maybe it was God's way of telling us to hold out, that we'll get dream jobs soon."
"Andy you are such a dreamer! If God wants us to have dream jobs he should just give
them to us."
"Ah, but Amy, God works in mysterious ways. He wants us to know that patience is a
virtue and that if we wait long enough we will be rewarded."
"So he sends us a chicken delivering cat?"
"It could be."
We hadn't had a good laugh in weeks. It was a perfect night.
The next day, tuna didn't taste half as nauseating as it had. We were both able to get
half a can down along with a handful of saltines. We continued our e-mailing routine all
day and watched for the cat again in the evening. Andrew continued to ruminate on the
origins and role of the cat.
"I've been thinking Amy..."
"Yes?"
"Maybe the cat is God."
"I'm sorry?"
"Maybe the cat was God in disguise."
"Why would God disguise himself as a cat?"
"Because he's God and he can do anything he wants."
"Well that's a good answer."
"I'm serious. Have you ever seen a cat as big as that guy was?"
"No definitely not. He was halfway to panther."
"Exactly. I think the cat was God."
"What does size have to do with it? If God can disguise himself as a cat don't you think
he can disguise himself as a small cat?"
"Yeah, but I think that if God's gonna be a cat, he's gonna be a big one."
"You're losing it."
Two days later, before the sun had even begun to set, we heard the strange yowling
again. We both jumped out of our chairs and ran to the front door. Just as before the
cat was sitting directly in front of the door, his massive body partially hiding his prize.
While I examined the latest gift, Andrew pet the cat, praising his skills as a hunter. He
hefted the cat up into his arms grunting at the weight. The cat purred loudly bumping
his head under Andrew's chin and gently digging his claws into Andrew's arm.
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"It's steak," I said interrupting their love fest.
"What?" I thought he was going to drop the cat.
"It's steak."
"Still good?"
"Sell by tomorrow."
"I think we should name the cat Jesus."
Since we didn't think cats really liked steak, and since he didn't show much interest in
it, Jesus was given a plate full of tuna and the water from the tuna can. He seemed
very pleased with this and ate heartily. We didn't have the means to grill the steak or
do much with it, but seasoned with salt and pepper and cooked in a pan it still tasted
heavenly. We ate carefully, our stomachs unaccustomed to red meat after so long.
This time we kept an eye on Jesus, the cat. When he seemed to be finished eating and
drinking we moved from the table to the floor and cuddled with him. He was happy to
receive our attention. He purred happily and batted at my braid when it swung forward
over his head. After about twenty minutes of attention, though, he stood up and walked
right out the kitchen door. In the dark we lost sight of him quickly and couldn't even tell
which direction he went.
The next day, coming home from an interview I happened to see our landlord. I
stopped the car and went over to say hi. He was very friendly and interested in our job
prospects as usual. After a couple minutes I had to ask him about the cat. I didn't
mention the cat's gifts to us, only that we'd seen a very large friendly black cat and
wondered who he belonged to. Our landlord had never seen Jesus the cat, and had no
idea where he might be from.
The steak lasted two more nights, and Jesus did not show up either time, despite
Andrew's wandering around calling him by name. I told him to stop, that the neighbors,
our landlord among them, might hear and think he was going crazy. But I wanted the
cat to come back too, not just because he brought us food, but because he was our
good luck charm. Since his first yowl cut across the living room air our lives had
seemed a little brighter and we had felt less like failures. We were still laptop zombies,
but our e-mail checks were less frequent, less desperate, and less painful.
Five days after the steak ran out Andrew got a job. It was okay pay with opportunities
for advancement. He started immediately. He came home from his first day with a
grocery bag full of food for us and Jesus. I boiled up chicken livers and Andrew opened
the last remaining can of tuna. We arranged the fish on a large plate and went out into
the front yard making "Mrooower" sounds and calling Jesus by name. I don't think
either of us really expected him to know his name or to appear. We left the food by the
front door and went inside to make our first big meal in three months. As I was mixing
the salad Andrew called me to the front door. Jesus was sitting there licking his chops
after having polished off all the food. He looked very pleased with himself and let us
play with him for several minutes. He followed us when we went back to preparing
dinner and watched us from the kitchen doorway, eating bits of food when Andrew held
them out. He waited until we sat down at the table with our meal. We lifted our glasses
of wine in a toast.
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"To Andrew and his new, well-deserved job."
"To Amy and the hope that she too will soon have a new job. And to Jesus, for getting
us through the last two weeks."
We toasted Jesus who stared at us and then pronounced,
"Mrooower," before turning and disappearing out into the darkening yard.

Jessica Groper is a long time English major who hopes one day to finish her graduate
education. She splits the 25 hours a day in her life between being a college English
professor, a Pilates instructor, and a dedicated reader of anything written in the 19th
century.
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More Minimalist Fiction
By Marlene Taylor
Janice decided one day to become a heroine, since that was what Nancy Drew was.
She went for a long walk around her town and looked for mysteries to solve or people
to help, but there really wasn't much to do. So she went home again then just decided
to just be herself. Little did she know.
*****
Danny had always wanted to be a professional tennis player, but he wasn't that good;
in fact, he was so bad that they kicked him off the high school tennis team for
contributing to the delinquency of the team. So he decided that the only way to
become a top player was to kill all the other players. He plotted in secret for many
years.
One day he met a pretty girl named Karen and they fell in love. They got married and
had kids, and he forgot about tennis. It happened that he was watching Wide World of
Sports on afternoon, however, and they were showing a tennis match. He chuckled
softly to himself at the thought of his plans; then he pulled out his shotgun and blew the
television into a million pieces. Karen came in and kissed him, and they lived happily.
*****
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Jeff was reading his favorite book one day, out in the garden under the tree. He closed
his eyes for a moment; when he opened them, he realized he must have slept; for it
was almost dusk. He looked at the book, and gasped in surprise, for he found he could
not read it! The letters seemed wrong, and he could make no sense of the sentences.
"What will I do?" he cried. "I can't read anymore! I'll fail school! I won't be able to get a
job! I'll rot!"
He ran inside and hastily threw the book at his father. "Dad! I've forgotten how to
read!"
The man looked at this book and laughed. "No, you haven't, son. This book is in
Serbo-Croatian."
Jeff grinned in relief. "Thanks, dad. For a minute there I was really worried!"
*****
Susie had waited for the concert forever. Her most favorite group, her most favorite
music, but even better, her most favorite sex object. Billy Snide was her ultimate!
She waited at the back door through the whole concert in hopes of seeing him; and
just when it seemed she could wait no longer, there he was! She gasped and ran up to
him, rubbing her leg against his.
"Oh, Billy, I love you so much!" she panted. She looked hopefully up at him with her big
puppy dog eyes. "You're just divine! I want to bear your children," she continued.
"Get lost, rockhead," he muttered, shoving her out of the way. Later, she sued him for
$250,000 for injuries received when she threw herself in front of his limo. She wanted
to file a paternity suit, but her lawyer thought that was going a bit too far.
*****
The old house on the edge of town looked even creepier up close. The carful of
teenagers peered out the windows into the gathering dark. Even though they had
heard horrible stories about what happened to anyone who went inside after dark, they
were determined to find out for themselves the truth.
"I dare you to go in," Jane said to Peter.
"Not unless we all go," Eric said.
They got out and stopped outside the rusty iron gate. The wind blew cold and made the
house creak and groan. Carol had a terrible cold feeling inside.
"Eric, I think this is a bad idea. I think something bad is going to happen if we go in,"
she whispered to her boyfriend.
Peter laughed. "Come on, don't be a baby!"
Eric laughed too. "Nah, she's right. Let's go get ice cream at the diner!"
They drove away and went back to their happy, busy lives. Next day the house was
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demolished and the best mall in the county was put up.

Marlene (Lene) Taylor is a writer living in Northern California. When she's not
podcasting (I Read Comics and Look At His Butt!), she is writing smut and reviews for
JLHLS.
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French For Dancers
By Jessica Groper
Chaînés -- Chains, links. A series of rapid turns done in a straight line or circle.
You climb the two flights of stairs with songs from "A Chorus Line" ringing in your ears.
With a deep uncertain breath you push open the door to the third floor. Sensory
overload kicks in as the familiar combined smell of sweat, shoes, rosin, hairspray,
antibacterial ointment, band aids, and blood invades your nose and floods your brain.
You close your eyes briefly to reorient yourself. Sight is not necessary here, the
appearance of a dance studio and its inhabitants is programmed into your DNA. There
are legs everywhere. That's always what people notice first -- the legs of a dance
studio. Somehow dancers always manage to draw attention to their thighs, knees,
calves, ankles all the way down to their arched feet and tortured toes. Even while
relaxing, the legs seem to be alive with a compelling energy. Reading a book she
wraps one leg around and over the other spiraling her torso and head away from the
top thigh. Talking to a friend she lies on her side and lifts her top leg up and behind her
head in a hyperactive Jane Fonda stretch. Taking a nap between classes she stretches
her legs out to either side of her body, crawls forward until her chest hits the floor and
supports her head on crossed arms. Even when she is not stretching, a dancer's legs
are intriguing. Curled up in a ball she is either centering herself or -- horror of
unimaginable horrors -- injured.
This tangent has distracted you. You have to move farther inside than the doorway.
Automatically you pay your ten dollars, give your name and the class you wish to take.
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You're told the studio number and directed to the women's locker room, but like a pro
you undress in the hall with everyone else. Modesty doesn't exist in this world. You
spent most of the first part of your life in rooms with other naked girls and women, and
often men. You peel off your street clothes to reveal the regulation "theatrical pink"
tights and black leotard. You hate pink tights, you never wore them when you were a
dancer unless you were performing. They add fat to your thighs where it never dwelt
before. White tights are of course worse, somehow managing to turn even the slightest
women into cows, but no one ever wears white. While you wait for class to begin you
slide on an old pair of ballet shoes. The leather is permanently creased in the shape of
your foot's arch even though the shoes have been stuffed away in your discarded
dance bag for two years. Your heart aches a little as you feel the perfect fit of each
shoe -- your old friends -- and you tell yourself that this is only the beginning, the real
pain is yet to come.
You find a place at the barre and try to relax. Don't look around, don't pay attention to
anyone else, don't wonder what they are thinking, DON'T look in the mirror. You look in
the mirror. Not bad . . . not nearly as bad as you expected. Your legs look like
overstuffed theatrical pink sausages, but that's to be expected. No, not bad at all.
You've kept your figure, never allowed yourself to binge during the hard times, always
stayed under 110. Your eyes move from your own reflection to those of the rest of the
class. Dammit! You weren't supposed to do that. Now you know who is sizing you up
and now they think you were doing the same to them. In one false movement of the
eyes you started the competition. The girl you made eye contact with begins to stretch.
You noticed her because she has a long ponytail instead of the uniform bun. She has a
good figure, not perfect, and you know she'll either give up all together when she
realizes she can't be in the ballet world or she'll become a show dancer. Broadway and
Vegas love not-quite-good-enough ballerinas, they add a touch of class to everything.
But, for now the ponytail girl is confident. She glances at your reflection in the mirror as
she lifts her right leg to her side up by her ear, not completely straight up -- but close.
You sigh as your damned pride and survival instincts force you to respond to her
challenge. You lift your own right leg to the front until your knee touches your nose.
You rotate your hip so that your leg is to the side, directly against your ear. Then as a
final insult you move your leg to the back dropping your torso forward and down to
touch your chest to your supporting left leg. You are one long straight line. Out of habit
your body has done exactly what you told it to do, but your muscles are screaming at
you in pain and surprise at being used after so much neglect. You can already feel how
sore you will be in just a few hours. And yet you hold the position to prove you can.
Finally you lower your leg and return to a normal standing position. The girl is looking
at you, you're certain, so you pretend to be focused on adjusting your shoe. The only
thing worse than being challenged is being ignored.
The teacher walks in the door. She begins to greet her regular students and then
squeals when she sees you. You shudder inwardly, now everyone is interested in who
you are. The teacher runs over to you, she is your friend from your childhood ballet
school. She decided to go into teaching around the time you entered the academy.
She was the one who recommended you go back to class after two years away from
dance. She kisses both of your cheeks and runs her hands up and down your arms
supportively. She is so glad you finally decided to come. She is honored to be the one
to help you. She knows this might be hard and she wants you to be careful and take
things slowly. You blush as you imagine her disapproval at your recent interaction with
the ponytail girl. You smile and nod praying she'll shut up and start the class. You feel
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eyes on you and see the ponytail girl staring at you. That's it. She's now your official
nemesis. She doesn't know who you are, but she doesn't like you and is going to show
you up in this class no matter what it takes. You wish you could feel confident about
giving her a run for her money.
Focus. Class is starting. Your body automatically performs the exercises as if it had
never had a break. This isn't so bad. You aren't as out of shape as you thought. For
several minutes you float in the euphoria of denial, then you face the fact that after
only three exercises in ten minutes you are sweating like a pig. Rising onto the balls of
your feet you also become aware of a distinct ache in your knee, dull now but
promising to sharpen. That's your own fault. After you got rid of the crutches and could
walk comfortably without the brace you stopped bothering with the physical therapy
exercises. You had vowed never to dance again if you couldn't do it with the company,
so what did you care if your knee would hurt and possibly give out under stress? You
were never going to stress the knee again anyway. The teacher walks by while
correcting students and gives you a reassuring pat on your slick shoulder. You grit your
teeth in hatred. How dare she support and patronize you? You were up and coming.
Only 16 when asked to join the company you were moving quickly. A brief stay in the
corps de ballet, then on to soloist. After only three years there was talk of you being
made a principal in the company. You were featured in a "who to look out for" article in
Dance Magazine. You had achieved twice as much by 19 as any of the people in this
class might ever dream of.
As the class moves away from the barre to the center of the room you take a swig from
your water bottle hoping to wash away the bitter taste on your tongue. It was never this
way before. You were never bitchy and egotistical then. You were friendly, eager to
help and please, and distinctly non-competitive. Now everything is different. For the
first time you are not sure if you can prove yourself.
Center work is demoralizing. Without the barre's support your knee begins to shake
violently. You are humiliated by such a public display of weakness. Pain you could
endure, but shaking lets everyone else in on your secret. Relief comes in the form of a
combination with lots of jumps. A quick glance at the teacher lets her know you'll sit
this one out. She nods approvingly. You move to the side of the room and under the
guise of stretching desperately try to regroup. Your face is glowing red and your hair is
a mess. You breathe slowly trying to find some reserves of strength that will help you
climb back to your feet and finish this torturous class. Your eyes are drawn to your
competition. The ponytail girl is clearly the best in the class, which would explain her
confidence. However, you can see that the class is obviously too easy for her. She is
not pushing herself to do better. You can't help but feel sorry for her. She has probably
already figured out -- in some wrinkle of her subconscious -- that she will not "make it."
Staying in this class is her way of delaying the inevitable, of making her feel talented
and promising a little while longer. You remember girls like that in your classes years
ago, and you remember how superior to them you felt. They weren't competition for
you, and you could feel pity for them. Pity that you're sure they resented, just as you
would resent any sympathy now.
The class is moving toward you in order to practice turning across the room. This was
always your favorite part of class, a chance to lose yourself in the second wind of
dizzying release. You stand up and feel a stab of pain in your knee. You curse. Sitting
still too long has stiffened the joint. You try to perform the turn demonstrated by the
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teacher and cannot complete it. You can almost see your knee swelling. You should
get your pressure activated cold-pak out of your dance bag and begin cold treatments
right away. But you will not be defeated. You can't give up so quickly after two years of
feeling miserable, and sorry for yourself, and guilty about giving up. After all that you
will not be beaten down. You will remain standing until the last moment of the class no
matter what. The throbbing in your knee is intense, so you focus on the other dancers
spinning across the floor. You cannot join in, a couple of people glance your way
wondering what is going on in your head but you are too far gone to care anymore.
You feel like crying and know that once you make it home you will. This has proven
harder than you imagined.
Suddenly you realize the teacher is demonstrating Chaîné turns. Your eyes zoom in on
everyone as they move across the floor and you step into line without thinking. Chaîné
turns, a series of rounded arms, straight legs, perfectly circular rotations that connect
one to the other in perfect chains as their namesake implies. These were the first turns
you mastered in ballet 1. You step forward for your turn ignoring the concerned look in
the teacher, your friend's eyes. As you step into the first turn your knee punishes you
severely, but the pain is different. Your body and mind have reconnected and you only
feel, you don't think. Your chain becomes more fluid as you find your balance and
rhythm. You have total clarity of mind and vision as your head whips around -- your
eyes barely leaving the spot on the opposite wall that will keep you from getting dizzy.
The pain is excruciating and exquisite because this is why you danced -- to feel this
complete control and complete abandon harmonizing in your body, the vessel. You're
at top speed, the way you used to turn on stage. It's all right now. Then you've reached
the other side of the room far too soon. You have to stop. The moment the chain is
broken you too feel broken. You walk to the nearest barre as nonchalantly as you can,
gripping it for support and as an outlet for your pain. You continue to stand there while
the other dancers Chaîné turn back to the other side of the room and while they take
their group bow and while they applaud the teacher as the class ends. You continue to
stand there because you are not sure how you will get out of here without letting go of
the barre. You have been through World War III and your muscles and nerve endings
are sending in major casualty reports. You hear a step behind you and turning your
head slightly recognize the ponytail girl. She looks nervous and very young to you now.
She clears her throat uncomfortably and mumbles that your Chaîné turns were really
great. Then with a half smile she rushes away. You stand there not caring that her
compliment was grudging or that it probably came from a place of pity. You stretch
your aching neck and tentatively release your grip on the barre. Somehow you manage
to pull on your pants and shoes without too much knee bending. You tie your sweater
around your waist and shoulder your dance bag. You make you way to the door and
then the elevator, no stairs now. You do not look back. There's no need to, you'll be
back. You can do this.

Jessica Groper is a long time English major who hopes one day to finish her graduate
education. She splits the 25 hours a day in her life between being a college English
professor, a Pilates instructor, and a dedicated reader of anything written in the 19th
century.
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